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ter, nor, indeed, many others, tovk the
slirhtest votive of Lim.  However, the
time will conie during the next few weeks
wheu, [ hope, atiention will be given to
variens matters to be introdu('ed. =neh
as the Licensing Bill, the redistribution
of seats, and olher measures fore-
shadowed in the Governor's Speech. [
only desire to say I hope there will be
no undue haste, even if the House has to
sit loby after Christmas to make up lost
tine, the time during which Ministers
have been tonring the conutry instead of
mecting Parliamment. ] lhope even if we
have to make up this lost timoe we will
give proper attention to the various mea-
sures, that we will eritieise them, amend
them, and make them more workable in
the interests of the people of the State.

On motion by Mr, (arson, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 10.7 p.n.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at
4,30 p.m.. and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Attorney General: Regulations
made under Edueation Aet.

By the Premier: 1, Reports ef the
Public Service (‘'ommissioners on Aeconnts
and Stores. 2, By-laws under “The Met-
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ropolitan  Water Supply, Sewerage. and
Drainage Aet. 19097 3, By-laws of the
Wituua Roads Bouvd. 4, By-laws of the
Municipality of Busselton. 35, Copies of
Orders in Council under Section 35 of
“The Audit Act”™ 6, Poundage Fees
agreed to Ly the Cottesloe Beach Road
Board.

QUESTION—LAXD AVAILABLE,
VIUTORIA DISTRICT.

Mr. 8. F. MOORE asked the Minister
for Lands: When is it intended to throw
open third-class lands in the Vietoria
distriet for selection nnder conditional
purehase conditions?

The PREMIER (for the Minister for
Lands} veplied : On the 1Gth instant,
vide notice now appearing in the Goreiy-
went Gazelte,

QUESTION--RAILWAY OVERHEAD
BRIDGE, FREMANTLE.

Mr. ANGWIXN asked the Minister for
Hailways: When ix it the intention of
the Government to proveed with the eree-
tion af a brilze over the railway from

Bdward-sireet to the wharl at Fre-
mantle?
The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS

replied: The Commissioner advises that
this bridge is not required for railway
purposes, and he does not propose asking
for aunthioriiy for its erection.

QUESTION — SECONDARY SCHOOL
HEADMASTER.

Mr. DAGLISH asked the Minister for
Edueatiem: 1, Is it true that a person
from outside the State has been ap-
peinted as headmaster of the Secondary
Schovl? 2, If su, has the appointee had
any previous experience as a headmaster?
3, Is there no member of the staff of the
Education Department or of any seeond-
ary school here qualified for the posi-
tiont 4, In, what were the local eandi-
dates inferior—scholarship or capacity
to organise and confrel a new insfitn-
tion ?
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The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
replied: 1, Yes. 2, No. 3 and 4, li was
considered that the gentleman selected
was the most suitable all-round candidate
for the appointment,

QUESTION — RAILWAY ROLLING
STOCK HIRED,

Mr. CARSON asked the Minister for
Railways: What amount was paid by
the Midland Railway Company for the
use of Government rolling stock during
last finaneial year?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied: The amount paid by the Mid-
land Railway Company for the hire of
railway stock and demurrage was £4,211
7s. Gd.

.

QUESTION--BLACKBOY INDUSTRY,

My. UNDERWOOD (for Mr. O’Logh-
len) asked the Premier: 1, Has any at-
tempt been made to start the blackboy
indusiry in tbis State? 2, Has the de-
posit of £1,000 lodged by a company last
year been forfeited? 3, If not, why not?

The PREMIER replied: 1, An agree-
ment was entered into with Dr. Black
in November, 1908, giving him the right
to remove blackboy from certain Crown
lands on payment of a royalty of G&. per
ton. 2, No deposit was provided for in
the agreement, hut the agreement provided
that Tr. Black was, within twelve months,
to expend a sum of £1.080 in the provi-
sion within the State of a plant for treat-
ing the hlackboy. The condition not Lav-
ing been fulfilled, the agreement was ean-
celled "dfter due notice being given as
provided in Clanse 9 of the agreement.
3. Answered by No, 2,

QUESTION—RAILWAY ADVISORY
BOARD, APPOINTMENT.

Mr. KEENAN asked the Minister for
Mines: 1. On what date in March last
was the expert advisory board for re:
porting an proposals to construet agri-
cultural railways appointed? 2, Under
what authority was such board appointed,
and by whom? 3, What tenwre of office
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is assured to the members of the board?
4, Has the Minister any objection to lay-
ing on the Table of the House all papers
in connection with the appointment of
such board ?

The PREMIER (for the Minister for
Works) replied: 1, On 26th March, 1910.
2, Cabinet. 3, No security as members of
the board beyond that as members of the
public service. 4, 1 do not anticipate
any objection. I have not been able io
obtain all the papers in eonnection with
this matter.

QUESTION—LIQUOR REVENUE
RETURNS.

Mr. MURPHY asked the Treasurer: 1,
What is the amouwnt of revenue derived
annually from the isswing of licenses to
manufacture or sell beer, wines, and
spiritnous liquors in the State? 2, What
is the amount of revenue returned to the
State by the Commonwealth since Federa-
tion, collected as customs duties, on the
importation of beer, wines, and spirits
from abroad?

The TREASURER replied : 1, £38,847.
2, This information ean be supplied only
by the Commonwealth Treasurer, and he
will be communicated with if the hon.
member so desires.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Mr. Gordon, leave of
absence for one forinight was granted to
AMr. Hardwick { East Perth) on the ground
of urgent private bnsiness,

PAPERS—ROYAL COMMISSION, °
’ COLLIE. : :

On motion by Mr. A. A. Wilson ord-
ered, “That all papers in the Mines De-
partment file before the Commission in
eonnection with the Coal Mines Accident
Relief Fund. eteetera, on April, 1910, be
laid on the Table.”

BILL—ERALDTON MUNICIPAL
GAS SUPPLY.
Introdueed by Mr. Carson, read a first
time, and ordered to be printed.
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ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Sircth Day.

Resumed from the previous day.

Mr, CARSON (Geraldton): It is not
my intention to eriticise the Government,
because I recognise that the Opposition
will give enough eriticism of the aetions
of the Government. In the first place I
wish to congratulate the Premier on the
energy and ability displayed by him in
the old country on behalf of this State.
I was surprised at the remarks of the
member for Forrest when he referrved to
the Premier’s visit. 1 feel sure that the
great majority of people in Western
Aunstrabia recognise that the Premier did
great work in advertising this State and
its vast resources 'and possibilities, and I
am sure the visit will mean a eonsider-
able inerease to our population, more
particularly of those desirous of going
on the land. However, I think it is a
great mistake for this Parliament and the
country to be tied np altogether to agri-
cultural immigration. I am sure we
could do in this conntry with more men
of -sonnd constitution and good character,
because we have a huge ‘State to develop
with boundless resourees, and it is im-
possible for the Government to carry out
their poliey of railway construetion un-
less we have a eonsiderable increase in
population. It was only a few months
ago that we had an unemployed diffienlty,
but through the developmental policy of
the Moore Government what is the state
of affairs to-day? Netwithstanding what
members of the QOpposition have said
with regard tfo want of employment, in
the districts where T have been there is
need for labour of all deseriptions, more
especially in the agrienltural centres.

Mr. Angwin: How long will it last?

Mr. CARSON: It will last for a eon-
siderable number of years; because we
have a huge country and we have a vast
amount of agrienltural land which has to
be cleared and cnltivated.

My. Gill: Do they want the men on day
work or piece work at this time of the
year?

Mr. CARSON: They will take the
men either way. I do not wish to see the
poliey of railway constrnction retarded,
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because I recognise it is the only way of
opening up this country and developing
it as il should be developed; but there is
one proposition whieh I would suggest to
the Government. T think a mueh better
proposition than that to construet the
Wongan Hills-Mullewa railway and one
more in the interests of the country
woulld be to secure the Midland rallway
from the Midland Railwey Company;
and this can be dove aecording to their
acreement, a copy of which I have be-
fore me. This agreement says by giving
12 months’ notice the Government can
procure Lhis property at a price, and fail-
ing an offer the price ean be determined
by arbitration. I thoroughly believe it
wonld be in ihe best interests of the
eountry if the Government secured that
railway Instead of ,constructing a line
from Wongan Hills to Mullewa. 1t
would be possible then to yon out a line
45 miles from Minginew to Mun]lewa, for
this would open up a vast extent of
arable land and would allow coal seams
to be worked which wounld prove a great
boon to the mine owners in the Mur-
chison and East Munrehison distriet. With
the opening up of the Vietoria distriet
and the increased popuilation there the
great bulk of the traffic will be by way
of Geraldton and thenece on to the Mur-
chison. Under the present system of con-
trol by the Midland company consider-
able expense is caused to the Govern-
ment in the way of book keeping. If the
Government secured the Midland line
it would be possible to build spur lines
to suitable agricnltural areas which are
now intended to be tapped by the Won-
gan Hills-Mullewa line.

Mr. Angwin: Why were you against
the purchase previously?

Mr. CARSON: I did not speak against
it. Bvery :nember of the Labour party
who spoke was against it. T am pleased
the Government intend to introduce Bills
for the extension of the Northampton
and Upper Chapman railways. There is
no district that wounld so well justify the
expenditure of public money as the Vie-
toria distriet will do and, in faect, has
done in the past. To give some members
an idea of the work that has taken place
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there I may tell them that last season we
exported from Geraldton 3,000 bags of
wheat and this year 80,000 bags. There
are in the Geraldton district three flour
toitls which supply 1he Murchison and the
North-West with flonr. That shows
the progress being wmade in the
distriet. All that wheat is grown
within  a radius of 40 miles of
Gersldton and, notwithstanding that faet,
within that small area there are about
200,000 acres held by a few people and
used enlirely for the raising of sheep.
The member for Balkatta ridiculed the
idea of the Government securing these
large estates, which according te him,
pave the owners an opportunity to “get
in out of the wet.” Whatever taxation
proposals are made with regard to large
estates does not matter much to the ow-
ners, who are able {o bear any tax, for
they keep a very fine class of sheep, and
wool growing is more payable than wheat
farming, Tt is in the interests of the
country that large estates, when close to
a porl, should be secured. Tt costs
the State nothing to obtain them and it
" means great revenune to the railways. I
hope the Government will c¢ontinue the
policy of buying up large estates. Re-
rarding immigration I agree with some
members thal it is necessary for the
Government to have larce areas ready
for immigrants on their arrival. There
will be objection raised to this scheine
because some people say that s adop-
tion will mean blocking out wvur own
people, but in order that a suecessful im-
migration policy shall be carried out
something of the sort must be done. No
matter what care is taken, we are bound
to get some undesirable immigrants. but
it is very necessary that we should have
an increased population. With regard to
the legislation ihe (iovernment propose to
bring down this session, most of the
Bills foreshadowed were before the
House last year. 1 hope the measurs:
will he passed. and particularly that the
Licensing Bill will become law. We are
not likely to be unanimous on the Gov-
ernment proposals and I eannot fall in

with their views as to some of the clauses,
but all agree thal the people of the State
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shonld have power lo control the traffie.
1 hope the Bill will go tbhrough and give
a measure of loeal option. We shall have
ample time to discuss the other Bills when
they come before us. While I do not de-
sire to oppose the University Bill, T think
it would be better if the Government
were to do away with the secondary
school and zive to students of the pri-
mary sehonls scholarships which would
take them on to the colleges in the State.
The proposal for eontinuation classes is
a very good one. Only last year 1 eu-
deavoured to get the Government to es-
tablish something of the sort at Gerald-
ton. I obtained the names of 30 pupils
who were willing to pay a reasonable fee,
and we also arranged -for an instructor,
but the Government eould not afford the
outlay. It they could not afford that, I
do not see how they are going to establish
a university. I hope every facility will
be given to the selectors’ children to uet
a primary education. I know it means »
great expense to supply all the out-back
places, but that should be the first con-
sideration of the Government. 1 bope
the Government will be able to earry out
the poliey foreshadowed, for if they .o
so it will be in the best interests of the
eountry.

Mr. WALKER (Kanowna): It was
not my intention to have spoken at this
stage, but rather than that the Address-
in-Reply should go by the board, I will
step into the gap. In all my experience
I have never read a Government pro-
gramme put in the mouth of His Excel-
leney so diseursive. so verbose and se
laudatory of the penman, whoever il
was, on the Government side of the
House. It is really a re-hash of all we
have had in Governor's Speeches in the
last fwo Parliamenis. There is absolutely
nothing new; it is an old train upon the
old line. DPerhaps the only new feature
introduced into the Speech is that for
which the Government are in no wise
responsible, and it adds a melancholy
feature to if. that is the death of our late
Sovereign, King Edward VII. We all
of us feel grieved, as citizens of a great
Empire, at the loss of a Sovereign dis-
tinguished among Sovereigns for his
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common-senre, his manhood, his taet, and
his non-interfercuee with the aclive life
of citizenship, The next feature of course
is the aceession of otir new Sovereign; in
no wise are the Government responsible
for that. The nexi striking fealure is
thie visit of vur Premier to England. 1
do not know that the (iovernment ean
partientarly erow over that. Tt was for
health, pleasure and business, doubtless
connected with polities. 1 am not poing
to take from lim any merit he justly
deserves for services to {he State while on
that visit, but it adds nothing to the
Government’s policy or programme, it
gives us nothing further. we are just
where we were, What advantage, if we
carry out this programme further than
we have done hitherlo, have we from the
CGovernment remaining in office? T know
it is a cry throughout the ecountry, wher-
ever the Press on the Government side
of the quéktion is c¢irculated, that we have
a progressive Government, a develop-
mental Government, * a  Government in-
tending to build up the State. I want to
know what the Government are doing
that is new, original, or duc to themselves.
I eamnot understand this everlasting
crowing about this Governmeni deing
what any  Government would have
to do at the present stage of our
national’ advancement. What Govern-
ment in oftice would not build railways?
(fan we conceive it possible, as the popu-
lation inrreases. ns development is taken
further and further from the old lines,
that any Government in office would de-
cline to build railways? Moreover, be-
fore ever the Government took office, the
programme now carried out was mapped
out. for them.

The Premier: By whom?

Mr. WALKER: By the Labour party.
The report of the Roval Commission ap-
pointed by the Lahour Government con-
tained proposals for the construction of
agricultural railways, Under those cir-
cumstances 1 do not blame the Govern-
ment for carrying out the poliey. I give
credit wherever it is due. but I do object
to this perpetual erv thal they are the
authors of this policy. They are nof the
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aathors of this policy. Moreover, if [
might take., not credit but due common
justice to myself, I might say that frow
the first—1 think it was the first speech T
made in this House—gl ail events I lad
not been long iu the House, before I
pointed ount the necessity for these light
railwvays, the opening up of agricul-
tural districts, schemes of settlement,
and improvemenis in the treatment of
immigrants, What has been done beyond
that? 1s there ane single original feature
that is new from start to finish in the
{iovernment’ administration ? There
is not one. I would not object but for
this reason. They carried on this policy,
which T say is our poliey, and I say if is
the vightful policy, and we are thankfni
for it, but when it is used as a eontrast,
when at every political election the plal-
form is made the resvnant board for pre-
elaiming to the country the eontrast as
between the Government on the one hana
and the Opposition on the other, when
they say we have done all this, we
authorized all that, aud the other sile
are the very side that did not want it,
and would not give it, and could ngt get
it; that kind of thing is an wnjust con-
trast, it is unfair. The progressive party
s the Lahour parfy, :

Mr. Trov: N always has beeun.

Mr. WALKER: In every instance the
Labour pmity by its creed. if 1 may say
it, has advoeated the exlending of {1
avenues of labour trom the evast to the
furthest bush hamlet, aud beyond it into
the wilds. This is the parly that right-
fully advoeated that policy: this is the
party that has planned that poliey, that
has mappal it out. and to the other side
only belongs the reward for having done
it: this is the parly that properly de-
serves the hononr. These ave the features
that are justly ohjectionable. Now we
are only going ahead propzressively, be-
cause tke eountry is in that state that ‘in
spite of any Government., progziess ean-
not be prevented. As seltlement pro-
ceedls tlhe rountry must hecome more pros-

perous, ard as the avenues are oj ened up,
and as empdoyment follows theie musl
be an arpearance of prosperity for ihe
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time being, and the eredit is due to Lhe
seasons and the blessings of Providence.
This, however, the Government take to
themselves as if they had done it all, As
a matter of faet they lhave done nothing.
Look behind the scenes and see what the
Government are doing in the real sphere
of Government, that of administralion;
that is the real test. What are they doing
to better the Government of this coun-
. try? Ts it not true that a few sessions
ago we heard from the Government
benches nothing but wholesale condemia-
tion of Mr. Jull? Do we hear anything
of that now? Is there the same opposi-
tion now that there was to the Public
Serviee Act at that time? Is there the
same condemnation of Mr. Juil and tie
administration of the Aet? No. Why?
Because now Mr. Jull is utilised, if [
may so express if, as a contvenient tool of
the Government in their manipulation of
the public gervice. But is it not true that
the whole publi¢c service is in a eanldrun
of seething discontent because of the in-
justice in the supervision of that service,
and in the pay, and the classifieation,
and the treatment of the .cembers of that
service? Is it not a fact that the Govern-
ment have again and again broken their
solemn contracts with members of the
eivil serviece? The Government are not
keeping their pledged word, they have
failed to do what the Aect requires, and
failed to keep the assurances given from
the Treasury beneh. Is not that a fact?
Is there not discontent not only among
the heads but in afl the ranks of the pub-
lic service? Have not the classifieations,
which should have the foree of law, been
absolntely ignored by the Government;
no notiee taken of them? What shall we
say of the commereial honour of the Gov-
ernment, so to speak, when they ignore
not only Acts of Parliament but promises
made golemnly in this very Chamber?
‘We cannot say the Government are doing
good, or that they are fulfilling their mis-
sion, or that they are acting as a Govern-
ment at all in that respeet. They are
simply allowing things to drift, and nat
tronbling themselves as ro the adjustment
required right throughont the civilt :er-
vice. Take another feature. take the line
of least resistance. In almost every de-
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partment presided over hy s Minuer,
we find that the chief or the several
heads of that department ave the kings
who are governing us, If you want to
propose anytbing that is for the weneral
welfare of the public, the Minister 1efers
the matter to the leads of the depart-
ment, and often their reports decide his
course of conduet. It is not only in that
respect that the Ministers are under the
thumb of the heads of departments and
controlled by them, but between the vari-
ous departments themselves there is
almost eivil war at times. Whenever the
departments come into confliet there is a
lot of correspondence between {ihem.
They set their backs up, as it were, and
fight against each other, and a iot of
time is wasted until the dispute is arbi-
trated upon, perhaps by some officers out-
side the department altogether. Let us
take as an instance the ease of the man
Berteanx in which the Minister for
Mines is eoncerned. We had an assurance
given us here that steps would be taken
to bring the wrongdoers to justice. How
has the matter been settled? Tt was re-
ferred to an officer in the Crown Law
Department, kept for over 12 montbs,
and now the whole thing is to be aban-
doued. Wo are now governed not by the
Minister, who has his honour to protect,
nor by his department, but we are
governed by an outside officer whe
lays every arm useless by the utfer-
ance of his opinion. I will not
Jabour that point, but simply give it
as an instance of how we are governed,
not by the Minister, whose duty it is to
clear his departinent in a court of law,
but by an officer of a department. BEven
if the Minister goes under and if the
other man wins, no matter, it is a clearing
of the atmosphere and makes us capable
of judging clearly whether right is being
done, T give this as an instanee simply
to show that we are governed by those
who are in the eivil serviee and not by
the Government. Where is credit due to
the Government, I would ke to ask, in
the administration of this State? When-
ever a diffieult question of any kind
arises what is done? They appoint a
board. If thereis a difficulty as to where
railways are to run, or what pari of the
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eountry is or iz not entitled to a railway
the Ministry appoint a board, which is
absolutely irresponsible.

The Premier: That is what we have
been eriticised for.

Mr, WALKER: What for?

The Premier: Not having previously
appointed a hoard.

Mr. WALKER: If you appointed a
board that was responsible, or if the
board were appointed by this Honse, I
would be with you. That would be an
entirely different thing; but this board
lins been appointed ministerially. I have
every respect for the members of that
board and I have no desire to belittle
their character, or question their integ-
vityv, but I mn just speaking of the mai-
ter as an instance of goverument. Sup-
posing.that a Government absolately cor-
rupt were to gel into power and were at
liberty to appoint its own hoards when-
ever it wanted them——

The Attornev General: Who appointed
the Royal Commission to which you have
referred? )

Mr. WALKER: I presume the (Govern-
ment did.

My. Scaddan: The Labour Government
appointed- it. ‘

Mr, WALKER: T de not know that
that is always wise. I have lifted my
voice in this House against Royal Com-
missions again and again for similar pur-
poses, and 1 admit a good many of them
have heen farees, and a vast amount of
public funds of the State has been spent,
and responsibilities have been shifted, and
facts have been screened by the appoini-
ment of these Royal Commissions. It is
Lhe same with rvegard to boards. In this
ease T may give an instanee of what eould
be done. A corrupt Covernment could
appoint a board and get a verdict, or de-
eision, or opinion from that board to
earry out what the Government wanted,
and the CGovernment could shield itself
behind the board. I would advocate the
appointment of a board similar to that in
New South Wales where the House takes
the responsibility upon itself. That, bow-
ever, 1s quite a different matter from
appointing boards which may he, I do
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not say are, but which may be pmrtisan
boards.

Mr. Jacoby: This is not.

Mr. WALKER : The hon. member
knows the people and knows that they
are trustworthy. but he does not see the
principle that is involved and the danger
there i= in this kind of government. 1 say
it is not puvernment at all; it is shifting
the governmeut into departments and
provinees where the people and the peo-
ple’s representatives have no voice. We
cannot diseuss these matters in lthe same
way when we have these irresponsible
bodies telling us what we should do. Let
me mention an instance of what may hap-
pen. The other day I was at a deputa-
tion which waited upon the Aeting Pre-
mier. It was in regard to the goldfields
water supply regulations, and at that
meeting the head of the Water Supply
Department in Perth was present. And,
would you believe it Sir, that officer, a
servunt of the people, took the words out
of the Minister’s mouth; and not only
did lie take the words out of the Minis-
ter's mouth, but, in order to join in the
conversation and the opinions being ex-
pressed, he walked to the Minister’s table
and, not rudely, but as one who knew
more than the Minister himself, took a
doenment out of the Minister’s hand and
read the parts he wanted wvead to the
deputation, as though he had charge of
the depulation, as though the deputation
were interviewing him, while the Minis-
ter was buat second fiddle,

Mr. Troy: That officer has had charse
during all the recess.

Me. Taylor: There have been no Minis-
ters to took to the husiness, for they have
all been away.

Mr. WALKER: Probably so, but the
point is in the matter of the government
of affairs. Are we going to allow the
government to be in the hands of the
heads of the branches of the wvarious
departments of the State, or are we to
have Responsible Government with Minis-
ters themselves taking all responsibility,
and dealing with things, as indeed they
onght to dn. on the hasis of their own
knowledge? T am objecting o this method
of delegation to penple who are irvespon-
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sible. I say we are practically giving away
all the privileges of a deliberative and
legislative body; that we have govern-
ment by figurehead and not by aectnal ini-
tiative when our Cabinet is no more than
ihe mouth-piece of the heads of depart-
wents—when they are not aetually gov-
erning but are themselves being governed.
I am ohjecting also to these perpetual ap-
pointments of boards for all matters that
are troublesome. Everything intricate or
troublesome, or upon which there can be
two opinions expressed, commends itself
to the Govermment as something that a
board should deal with; and so we have
boards for everything. It is bureaucratie
government over apain; it is the Russian
form of Government here in Western
Australia. It is this that has corsed
Russia, and will eurse this country in the
fulness of time,

My. Jacoby: It is a common practice all
over the world,

Mr, WALEKER: It may be so. It is
getting more commeon becanse Ministers,
I regret to say, are constantly shirking
their responsibilities.  If they are not
qualified or not safliciently numerous to
earry them out, let us appoint more Min-
isters; but let us have Responsible Gov-
ernment,

Mr. Jacoby: It seems to act all right
in the United States.

Mr. WALKER: The hon. member de-
gires as an illustration to take us back
to a Government that adopts this practice.
I tell him ithe Government of the United
States is, in point of responsibility to
the people, almost second to Russia her-
self, Ameriea has killed democracy by
virtue of that form of goverument.

Mr. Secaddan: Thatl is what they want
to do here,

Mr. WALKER: Undoubiedly. It is in
America that we have Lad the first direful
examples of the evils of trust and com-
bines—examples which, I regret to say,
are being followed in this country, and
possibly under this system of govern-
ment, where boards of irresponsible peo-
ple ean recommend a thing to the Gov-
ernment, and the Government can excuse
themselves with, “Well, we have adopted
the recommendation of the board.” In
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America there is no iberty for the work-
ing c¢lasses,

Mr. Jacuby: The Government are re-
sponsible to the people.

Mr. WALKER: In what way are they
responsible to the people? The people
caonot reach them. It is these boards
that stand between them and the people.
Ameriea, by her boards and systeim of
Government has, I say, killed the sovial
wrowth of that great people, and abso-
lutely veduced them to a stage of wane
slavery where there seems very little hope
of betterment, Tt is in America where,
for every cry for hetterment of their lot,
they are either hanged on the gallows, as
in Chicago, or the militia is sent to shoot
them down like so many dogs. That is
the position in America, and I hope the
hon member, if ever his turn comes, will
not take the Ameriean Government as an
example to be followed in this State.

Mr, Jacoby: Take the United Kingdom
as an example.

Mr. Taylor: What is wrong with dele-
gating Parliament to a board?

Mr, WALKER: Precisely so. What
is there even here which we ave not doing
by a board? Every day we are whittling
away our responsibilities, until nltimately
this will be a Chamber for nothing else
but talk without any work. The interests
and welfare of the people are already
delegaied to thiz hoard and to that. to
this commission and to that Judge until
there is really nothing for this House to
do. I mention this because there has been
a good deal said of the apparent aggres-
sion of the Federal Parliament. Is it not
likely that aggression will increase when
we ourselves are unprepared, or unfit, to
carry ouf the respousibility imposed npon
us by the electors? We are asked to ve-
present the people, and be trustees for
them for the time being, and we are sent
here to do work on their behalf. But the
work is delegated all round to boards, and
to heads of departments, while the Gov-
ernment themselves do really noihing in
the matter of governing. Now, whilst
that state of affairs exisis, ean we wonder
that this Parliament should become un-
popular?  Can we wonder that there
are people erying out that we are unneces-
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sary, that we are not ecarrying ont onr
duties? tan we marvel, in shoit, that
there should be a ery for Unification?
My object in speaking as [ am deing is
not so much to hit Ministers, as 1t is to
vindieate vur right fo exist, to get an im-
provement. tv seeure a betterment in the
state of affairs of this eountry. I say,
locked at coldly and as a matter
of faet, our Government are doing
absolutely nething to earn the vre-
puiation that is bestowed upon them
by a syveophantic Press: and 1 say
it is lime the eountry gave a trial
to some who will do wore than merely
build railtways. That is all the stock of
the present Government; they have noth-
ing else. Cut up lands and build rail-
ways to them. When you have said that,
you have said practically all that the Gov-
ernment are doing. We want something
more than that at the present juneture,
If the GGovernment were a live Govern-
ment, and felt keenly for the people’s
welfare and interest wonld they not, ere
this, have taken some action in respeet to
this tramway strike? Here we have upon
the sratute-hook an Aet admitted to be
imperfeet, and which will not meet this

case. We have an Aet of Parliament
which, inlerpreted by the Judges,
produces a  deadlock. I have no
hesitation in saying it is ihe Aet

of Parliament itself which produces
the dead-lock. Yet there is not
a single effort being made by the Govern-
ment to save the people from inconveni-
ence under the present trying tronble to
the workmen in the tramway employ.
Would not the Government, if they were
really alive to the welfare of the people,
have stepped in long ago? Is there noth-
ing the Attorney General can think of
to bring to their senses any unreasonable
party concerned in this strike? I want
to know if there is not something the
Minster could think of in this respeet,
whicli wonld ehable the Government to in-
terfere? Ts not this eity part of the es-
tate, so to speak, for which the Ministry
are trnstees for the time being? Are not
the people of the city part of their care
and eoncern? And yet with all this in-
convenience, all this property wastefully
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lving rseless at the present juneture, the
Govermnent have not the nerve to step
in and do anvthing. Instead of that, they
ave waiting calmiy hy to see how things
will eventnate. I cannot think that, un-
der these circumstances, the Government
are worthy of the reputation of being
either progressive or democratic.  They
are simply indolent in the face of danger
or difficulty. Now, [ want to know in
what department we have had any speeial
advantase from the (lovernment? Where
have we received any advancement
throurh the (Government? We have had
what T have already objected to, namely
repeated erowing. Take, for instance,
this talk about bnilding the Trans-Aus-
tralian railway. What is that but crow-
ing? Playving fo the gods as it were. Is
there any sense or reason in putting that
in the Governor’s Speech? What definite
propusal is there here? Lel us again look
at the language in that portion of the
Speech—

Feeling that the delay—

Observe this from a dignified Govern-
ment—

Feeling that the delay in beginning
the construction of the Traps-Austra-
lian railway is fraught, net only with
grave injury to the interests of West-
ern Australia, but is also a menace to
the safety of the Commonwealth as a
whnle, my advisers are of opinion that,
rather than incur a further indefinite:
postponement, the project should be
undertaken by the two States through
whose territory the line will pass.

('an any member find anything definite in
that ? “Should be undertaken.” By
whom? By the two States concerned,
Has there been any communication with
the other States? Is this not one man
speaking altogether without his partner;
how do we know that this other State con-
cerned will be any more willing, nay, will
be so willing as the Commonwealth fo
undertake a national work of such gigan-
tic proportions? How do we know it;
has there been any preliminary corres-
pondenee on the matier; has the Premier
of South Australia been communicated
with in any form; has he ever been writ-
ten to or telegraphed to on the matter?
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Yet here is an ostensible partnership, a
presumable agreement and understanding
as if it had been definitely raised that
if the other party did net come dn, and in
good time, they would show him that they
would start it, these two themselves. Yet
the other partner does not know anything
about it: it is done without any communi-
eation or understanding of any kind.
Does not this show the character of who-
ever penned this Governor’s Speech? It
is mere high falutin. And yet it is put be-
fore a solemn, deliberative assembly as
if it were part of a programme. There
was no necessity for it. I take it that
when we arve called npon to listen fo His
Excelleney as to the ecourse our legislation
should take, we are not going to be plaved
with, we are not going to be amused, we
are not going to be befooled, but we are
going to be told whai is in progress and
what is the intention of the Government
on a solid issue or basis, no mere playing
either with the people or with the peo-
ple’s representatives. Yet ean this parva-
grapl: be described but as .playing with
the people? There is no intention, there
has been no resolve, I gunrantee to say
there has been no Cabinet meeting on the
subjeet to decide that it would be done
or to see if it could be done.

The Attorney General: Yonr powers
of second-sight are small.

Mr. WALKER: Ave they?

The Attorney General: Very much.

Mr. WALEKER: I guarantee to say,
then, if something has been done, that
this has been done. and this only, “That
we will put in a paragraph of this kind,
it will iake, we will get kudos by it, it is a
nseful bit of frill to the rest of the mat-
te[-_ﬂ

The Attorney General:
solately wrong.

Mr. WALKER: I am not absolutely
wrong. Will the Attorney General as-
sure this Chamber now that they eorres-
ponded with the other partner over an
enterprise of this kind?

The Attorney General:
with it later—eertainly.

Mr. WALKER: . Assure me now, Do
not put me on a wrong track by empty
denial. Tet me know if there was cor-

Yon are ab-

I can deal
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respondenre with the other States before
this partuership transaetion was put in
the Governor’s Speech.

Mr. George: Why do you nof move
for the papers?

Mr. WALKER: Are there plans?
They naturally keep them secret. Now
the Minister is silent on it.

The Attorney General: You must not
assume that silence is comsent to your
charges. It is uothing of the kind,

Mr, WALKER: Then what is it; do
vou eontradiet it?

The Attorney General: T will speak

later.
Mr. WALKER: That is not fair.
The hon. member may be shifty in

a good many things, but surely he should
not shift here where there is responsi-
bility.

The Attorney General: I am not
shifting.
Mr. WALKER: The House has a

right to be taken into the hon. member’s
confidence, and the hon. member shonld
not allow me to finish in errvor if he can
eorrect e while T am speaking. I ask
to he corrected. Has there been any cor-
respondence with the other State?

The Attorney General: I say gener-
ally you are in error as to the intentious
of the (overnment, :

Mr. WALKER:  Generally! Has
there been any correspondence with the
other partner ou a matter of this kind?

The Attorney General: What I said
s sufficiently explicit until my oppor-
tunity for speaking cormes. .

Mr. WALKER: Then [ take it the
Attorney General will not, becacse he
cannol.

The Attorney
ean. .

Mr. WALKER: Then am I to take it
as an assurance that there has been eor-
respondence?

The Attorpey General:
it for what you like

Mr. WALKER: That is the imperti-
nenee, that is the style iu which Ministers
treat members of the House. This sneer-
ing, this autoeratie, this “bounding”
species of contempt for those who wish to
know the truth, if the Ministry have truth

General: Becanse he

You may take
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to tell, iz not an insult to me; it is an in-
sult to a member of this House and,
flirough him, an insult to the whole
House, and it is wholly to be expecicd
from the hon. member. I take it the hon.
member is intending to follow me, and I
wish it to be known when he dees follow
me that if he allows me to proceed in
error when he has an opportanity of re-
moving it, he is only doing it for a few
raore fireworks, it is a little more standing
in the limelight, 2 little more of an ap-
peal to be advertised all over the country
as having squelched a member of the
Labour party—tricks of debate, not houa-
est dealing with the differences that ave
bound to arise when two sides of the
House confront each other. 1 say as this
paragraph stands it bears on its face the
fact of mere playing in the limelight; it
has insineerity marked in almost every
line; there has been no—I repeat—no
consideration of the ways and means for
d proposal of this kind; and it is put
here for no specific purpose. His Excel-
lency does not tell us that we shall ue
asked to take inlo econsideration a Bill
having for its object the earrying ont of
this proposal, or that resolutions will be
snbmitted to ns asking our opinions. No.
1t 1ells us simply that Ministers think so-
and-so and so-and-so, and His Exeelleney
is made to veice these opinions so
airily expressed and with such slight
foundations to this Assembly. Let me
say that in itself is a refleetion upon
this Chamber. A propusal of such gigan-
tic importance ought to be first of all
considered in this and another place. A
matier that would apparently pledge this
State to a certain course in an interna-
tional or interstate question ought not io
be so lightly expressed as this. The Min-
isters should have taken the Honse first
of all into their confidence. A communi-
cation should have been made first to uvs,
and we should have been allowed to con-
sider it. Ministers do not know that the
House is in favour of sneh a proposal;

they do not know that the majority sit-°

ting behind them is in favour of any such
piroposal; certain it is that they do not
know that the other Parliament in South
Australia is in favour of it; yet here the
opportunity is taken in the Governor's
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Speech either to pledge the State—for if
it does not pledge the State it means
nothing—or to merely do a little spread-
eagling. If the paragraph is in earnest
then the Ministry have striven to pledge
the State to a certain course without ask-
ing the Houses of Parliament what they
think of it—they are governing auto-
cratically in that rvespect—if the para-
graph is uot in earnest then it is bom-
bast, and it ought not to be in the Gover-
nor's Speech; it is undignified, it is be-
fouling Parliament and belittling the
purpese for which Parliament exists.
We are promised in the Governor’s
Speech a resurrection of old items. We
are promised again the lowering of the
Lranchise of the TUpper House. Are the
Giovernment in earnest this time; are they
really anxions for the reform of that
Chamber; are they as democratic as they
would have the publie believe them to be?
If so, why have they not the courage at
once to say that the Upper House is en-
tirely nnnecessary in the legislative ma-
chinery of this State under existing eir-
enmstances; why have they not the con-
sistency? But are they really in earuest
in this any more than they are in earnest
over this paragraph I have quoted? Are
they not again playing in the limelight,
is it not a limelight Government we are
following 7 'When they have had the
opportunity of really fighting the Upper
House when the Upper House has thrown
out their measures and sent them hack up-
on us time and time again, have we not
had the Government caving in at the last
moment, yielding to the Upper House?
When real fighting was possible with the
chance of vindieating the liberties and
privileges of this Chamber, did not the
Government back down again and again?
Now, are they in earnest in the matter?
If they are in earnest, why step at the
franchise they proposed last session? If
they are really as democratic a Govern-
ment as they would have the people of
the State imagine them, why do not they
o in for manhood suffrage for the Upper
House as well as for this? Tf the people
*of the State, the men and the women, can
be frusted to vote for you, Mr, Speaker,
and Ministers, and every member of this
Chamber, why cannot they be trusted to
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vote for members of the other Chamber?
It reyuires, 1 think, as much intelligence
to pick out a pgood member for this
Chamber as it does for the Legislative
Couneil, and if we are zoing tn be de-
mocratic let s be so, let both qualifica-
tions be equal and let us have adult suf-
frage for both Chambers. The Govern-
ment dare not do that; they are atraid of
it; they are not really desirous of helping
the demovrary at all as long as they keep
a portion of the franelise there; because
if they lower it they still preserve lhe
evil; by touching it at all they declare
the evil; by keeping it there at all they
continue it. These are the horns of the
dilemmma on which the Government are
placed. Ttut 1 take it they are not in
earnest in this measure, It is a stop-gap.
It will be introduced fur the purpose of
long debates in this Chamber; and then
when it passes out of this Chamber. they
expeet it, in the same manner as before,
to be massacred; but they get the credit
of having tried to reform, when all the
time they have the satisfaction of know-
ing that the reform was either never in-
tended or would have been regretfully
received if it had been afforded. Simi-
larly with the Licensing Bill. Arve the
Government in earnest about it? I say
that if we had had a vreal sense
of Responsible Government in this
State the Government would not be
sitting on the Treasury bench now.
In that very Bill, the Licensing
Bill. we trok oul of the lhands
of the Governmeut their power so lo
speak. We took the business ont of their
hands. We changed the entire policy.
The Atforney General had charge of that
measure. With all his backbone he beut
and absolutely receded from his own
measnre, contented with the ecomplete
mutilation of the Bill he so prided him-
self on; a measure which he introduced
with a wonderful sweetness of tone. His
speech was magnificent from an oratorical
standpoint,

Mr. Johnson: It wonld have been the
same against the Pill,

Mr. WALKER: A measure of senfen-

ces, from all kinds of orators from Glad-
stone downwards, modified more or less
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by his own eccentricities of utterance,
flooded this Chamber until the very ruof
seinfillated with delight at the music of
his veire, and one would think that by
such an effort he was desperately in earn-
est, and meaut every line of his Bill. No
sooner was he confronted with amend-
ments that absolutely demolished the
funrdaraental  principles of the mea-
sure  lie Llkad presented, than he
quietly backed dowu, adopleld every-
thing, embodied everything. Are the
Government to be beld responsible
for the neasure they introduced? Are
they still to stand to their posts? That is
the question. 'When are we going to ha--
sensitive Minsters of the Crown, men who
will resent the slizhtest stain uwpon their
escuteheon; men who will stand by their
measures? Have we examples of them
now? No. We ave not governed by a
responsible Goverument hut by eonveni-
euce, und the member who had charge of
the Bill is an illustration of that. Only
a few sessions ago that gentleman sat in
a chair on the cross-benches. He fought
the Government on every possible chance.
He expressed views which he has swal-
lowed up in bhis own inner-consecienceness,
and has gone backward. He fought the
Government until he became a nnisanee,
and the reward of being sueh a political
nmsance was fo put him into the chair
he now sits in.

Mr. George:
yvou.

Mr. WALKER: A target for me. I
know he is preparing an onslaught on
me. I am to he the target for him, and
it is fair therefore if T give him gentle
taps on lus iron skin, for he will try and
jump on me with his hob-nailed boots.
That is lis usual eourse. There is no
merey in the Attorney General, but that
iz the way we are governed. That is
how we have the present member in the
ehair, for how otherwise could he declare
himself fitted for the position he is 8l

He forms a target for

ing?

The Attorney General: I am modest.

Mr, WALKER: There is no modesty
in taking a position like that over the
heads of men better by experience and
training than he who, right from school,
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woes to where he may become.a Judge
upon the Bench. That locks a little sus-
picious. Has any mevit, long serviee to
the State, or qualifications in his partien-
lar ealling lifted him up to the exalted
position he occupies? It all had the ap-
pearance of a political move to shift him
to where he is, and it is against that I
am entering my protest now. Let us
have a straight-forward honesty in gov-
ernment and when the Government eannot
put through measures they bring forward
for our discussion, and when they eannot
obtain the vote of this Chamber, let them
do what other Governments in other
-parts of the world do, resign.

Mr. George: They are resigned, [ think.

Mr, WALKER: They are too much so
in a sense, It is something like the hon.
member’s vesignation from a thousand a
year, It is not the resignation I could
compliment either party upon. Last ses-
sion the Giovernment were defeated on the
Licensing Bill.

Mr. Gordon: It wds agreed to be a
non-party neaste.

Mr. WALKER: Undoubtedly. When-
ever a thing gets awkward, whenever it is
a matter upon which the Government may
be defeated they say, “Do not stand to
your guns. let us all run together.”

Mr. Gordon: Yon ran too.

Mr. WALKER: No, I fonght against
the Government. The opportunity pre-
sented itself to do this when the amend-
ments were proposed. Whenever a meas-
ure is likely to be awkward or to chal-
lenge the existence of the Government, or
the rights of members on the Government
side of the House, it is at onece declared
a non-party question. Is that standing
to one's guns? No. that is abandoning
them; that is leaving the sphere of battle;
that is agreeing to anything, and it must
have been your experience, Mr. Speaker,
from your observations from the seat yon
occupy. that the Government in all in-
stances have followed the will of the As-
sembly. They have never led it. never
directed it, never commanded it, mnever
challenged it; but in every instance have
gone with the times, have swum with the
tide so to speak. That is not the Gov-
ernment I want to see. for there should

257

be a Government who would bring down
a measure and say, ‘‘ This is our measure;
if you don’t like it we are not fit to occupy
the seats we are in and we are going out
and will leave the responsibility to some-
one else.” The Government do not go
out. Mention a measure that has been
brought down where the Government were
likely to be defeated in a division where
they said ‘‘This is onrs, and we are going
to protect it with our emoluments and all
we enjoy by virtue of our position??'-

Mr. Taylor: There was the Sewerage
Bill also.

My, WALKER: That is another il-
lustration of the same kind. Ts there a
measure at all debatable, where the vote
is likely to alter the balanece of the two
sides, chat the Government will stand by?%
Whal chanee have any Qpposition or any
Parliament of ousting a Government
from office if they adopt those principles,
Ave those the principles by which a coun-
try should be governed? What chance is
there of ever beating them? One fights
against them, cutvotes them, the majority
decide they are wrong, and yet they say
“This is not a party measure. We are
zoing te conlinue, boys, just the rame.”

Mr, Taylor: That does not show too
nmeh dignity.

My, WALKER: The way the Govern-
ment dealt with the liguor law reform
was nothing more nor less than an ab-
solute sacrifice of dignity, Again and
again the Government were absolutely
deteated. A sensitive Government wonld
have said, “You eaunnot trust us to draw
up your measures, you do not aftirm our
prineiples, you have shown no confidence
in us, and we will Jeave it to someone else
to take our places’’; but the Government
are determined to stick there, let come
what may. They are glued to their seats,
do what one may to them, and although
they are bobbed wnder, still the next min-
nte they bob up again. I eannot com-
mend that kind of Government. What
is the cawse of it? Ask those wlo sup-
port them and they will tell you they are
afraid of a Labowr Government coming
into offiee. There bhave been ccasions
when the dissatisfied of the ¢ross-benches
would have voted with the Opposition
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only they said ‘We cannot vote for La-
bour.” There is the stronghold of the
Government. There is the seeurity the
Attorney General enjoys. It is not be-
cause they trust him or his Government,
but because they do not want what they
think is the humiliation of having this
State duminated by the Labour party.
There is something that is objecticnable
to (heir fine feelings in having a Labonr
Government, The people of the Com-
monwealth are not so thinking. If the
Ministerial supporters nurse that class
pride, for it is class pride, let them no
longer talk of being democrats while they
nourish those feelings. That class pride
that keeps them from voting for the La-
bour Party is not in the minds of tle
people, The great body of the people are
commencing to see that the real test of
merit is manhood; that it is neither the
advantages of fortune as bestowed hy
wealth acerued from industry or specu-
lation that makes manhood valuable or
sorry, but it is what nature has given
to man, that honesty of purpose and that
love of his fellows that makes him feel
on all occasions that he is a servant of
humanity, not its exploiter. That is what
labour means thronghout the State. Tn
the Parliament of South Anstralia the
crown has been given to Labour, and
through the States in the Federal Par-
liament the erown has been given to La-
bour; and surely it s not the despicable
thing in this State tbat either the cross-
benches or the Government would like io
make it out. What superiority is there
on that side of the House? Where does
it eome in?

Mr. Jolmson: Brains,

Mr. WALKER: T am not going lo
disparage the mental gqualifieations of
Ministers, becanse T admit that some of
tliem have exceedingly good and enviable
educations. They are a few. They ave
not united amongst themselves even in the
enjoyment of tlis great privilege, for
which many of them themselves deserve
no credit. Otherwise I see nothing to
distingnish that body from this body.
Is there anything that ean make one say
they are hetter men, more honest men,
more honourahle men. more true to their
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fellow men; is there any qualifieation of
that kind to distingnish them? There
are just as honest men on this side of the
House, just as intelligent, just as faith-
ful in the service of the public. Why vote
for the Government for the one object
of keeping out this party, the people’s
party? I say that is an unsound ele-
ment in the government of the country
at this moment. It is not voting for or
against measures; measures are not con-
sidered, and that is how those upon the
eross-henclies vote to support the Govern-
ment, not because the measures of !he
Government are to their approval but he-
canse if they voted against these mea-
sures they vote for the Labour party.
Rather than vote for the Labeur party,
they vote for measures they themselves
condemn. Is that healthy government?
Tt takes hold of the weaknesses of human-
ity in order to seeure its own strength.
That is the matter that T am condemning.
In addition to the possible entertainment
that the public are to have again on the
Liqnor Bill, we are promised a measure
for the redistribution of seats. Upon
what basis we are not deliberately told.
Was there ever an eleetoral system or a
distribution of seats without anomalies?
Are we to have an Aet of Parliament to
remove every little anomaly that oecurs?
Is this Parliament to be kept passing
Redistribution of Seats Bills? Ts that
the purpose of it? Now, is it not time
and should not this House have been
taken into the confidence of the Govern-
ment on this matter? Should we not
have heen told of the alterations it is
proposed to make? T am informed thar
the Government have been tinkering witly
that measure for a long time and am nof-
quite sure that it has reached the stasa
of political aceuracy owing to the state
of the politieal barometer at the present
moment: bnt Iast session that Redistri-
Imtion of Seats Bill was in the posses-
sion of the Government and the Govern-
ment considered it. T believe the Attor-
ney {ieneral had charge of it and that he
knows all about it. He spent some time
going through the ecountry or a portion of
it durine the last eleetions and more par-
ficularly during the election that oecurred
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in Forrest. but did he take the publie into
his confidence? He surely knows what
the Bill is. Has he given the public any
chance of making up their minds upon
it? Has he taken this Chamber into lus
confidence? Are we to have a surprise
some night by the Bill being thrown upon
the Table, the seeond reading moved, aml
possibly the Standing Orders suspended
at the far end of the session in order to
get the Bill throngh the House?

Mr. Taylor: Some of the Ministers
will be suspended before that Bill goes
through.

Mr. WALKER: Possibly, but we do not
know what has been done or what is to
be done. I have been so long in this
House that 1 know that in the early por-
tion of the session we are kept talking
about unimportant measures that could
be thrown into the waste-paper basket
without anyoune heing injured and then at
the end of the session, in the hot month of
December. we are asked not only to pass
sums involving millions, but to pass meas-
ures, with far reaching ramifieations, into
law. Ts that the way to treat the House?
Should we not have had some indiea-
tion of that measure foreboded during
the diseussion that las taken place since
the divect pledging of it in the Governor's
Speecht Absolate silence. It is a matter
they are holding up their sleeves, to use
a vulgarism; it is a weapon to destroy
the strength of the Opposition., Can the
Attorney General deny that the object
of that measure is {0 lessen the strength
of the Labour party! He takes a note
but does not answer. The object of it 1
to diminish the representation of the gold-
fields. Is that not s0? The object of
the measure is to get representation for
suuz  country couslituencies at the ex-
pense of the goldfields. At the present
time an election is heing fought in the
Beverley district wherein the pet of the
Government, Sir Walter James, declared
that the goldfields are shrinking and that
vepresentation skould he given to centrali-
sation.

AMr. Hudson: Concentration.

Mr. Taylor: Harper is their pet.

Mr. WALKER: Harper is not their
pet. T do not know what kind of billets
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there are in store for someone and what
a shuffle of cards will take place when that
election is over. It seems to mean that
the Government think they ean afford to
neglect the goldfields. They seem to say,
“We have had all the benefit we can get
from the goldfields; now turn them aside
and develop only the politieal strength of
the party on the coast and in the agrienl-
tural aveas.” [ wonderif Sir WalierJames
was inspired by the Government when he
uttered sentiments of fhat kind. These
sentiments. too, are hecoming more or less
seneral. What is the object of them?
Mr. Hudson: The Aecting Premier said
something similar. -

Mr. WALKER: Yes, I believe the
sentimenl is not new. They bhave been
voing abont the country—both Mr. Har-
per and Sir Walter James, the Govern-
ment pets, and the Government snpport-
ers, deelaring that the goldfields are
shrinking. that they are played out, that
thex are negligible and that it is necessary
to coneentrate down here in the agvieul-
tural districts. That is the policy spoken
for the Government, and we have heard
none of it contradicted, no reply to that
from a single Minister of the Crown,
not one word of veproof even. What
thenr must be econcluded? They ave not
unconseions, no GGovernment could be un-
conscious of the value of the gold mining
industry. They know what this industry
has done in building up the State in the
past. There ean be no question about it.
Whilst T am as ardent a believer in the
agricultural possibilities as any member
of the other side of the House, yet I know
that had it not been for the gold mining
industry, the agrienliural lands that are
now under crop would have been bush
still and labelled still as desert. It was
the wealth ereated by the gold that at-
tracted population: it was through the
woldfields that the coast oot its first go-
ahead; it is becaunse the goldfields have
progressed that the agrienltwral industry
is flourishing; because the goldfields have
provided a market for the farmers.

Mr. Gordon: Who put the gold there?

My. WALKER: That is a senseless in-
terjection. :
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Mr. Gordon: I thought it would meet
the case.

Mr. WALKER: It meets no case. The
gold is placed there by the bounty of
nature just as the fertility in the soil is
placed there by the bounty of unature.
You might as well say you cannot boast
of the progress the country is making
in cultivation and farming generally, be-
cause if it had been a sandy desert there
would not have been soil there. The soil
being there the people have taken ad-
vantage of it, the gold being in gold-
bearing districts the people have taken
advantage of it, and they have flocked
there from all parts of the world and
made’ our population what it is. They
have given the State its first move in
nationhood so to speak, and yet there
seems now to be an utter forgetfulness of
the services rendered, and the goldfields
-are to be denied not only the material
privileges existing on the coast but poli-
tical rights whieh are due to the people
there as siraple eitizens. That is the pro-
posal of the Government. The goldfields
are to be shorn of political power by a
redistribution of seats. Is that honest
government? Is it not government for
the maintenance of politieal monopoly, a
monopoly of power for the other side of
the House? Is it really done in the best
interests of the State? TIs it not done
only so that the Government may eon-
tinue in office and that those upon this
side of the House might be prevented
from pnutting their own ideals and the
ideals of the people into materia! opera-
tion? That appears to me to be the only
object of the measure, the lessening of
politieal influenee. There are anomalies
it is true, but they exist as much in Perth
as they exist upon the goldfields; they
exist in the agricultural districts and in
the far North-West, and no Bill werelv
having the power of redistribution and
containing no further element or prin-
ciple can prevent anomalies. Tf we were
to adjust matters to-day. to-morrow they
would he lost In some part or another.
Therefore better let well alone. No in-
justice is done to any section of the com-
munity; there is no injnstice towards any
elass whichh laz representation in this
Chamber at present. . Al' interests then
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being represented, all views being capable
of utterance in this Chamber now, why
the neecessity for alteration ¥ There
seems to be a want of honour in Lhe Gov-
ernment, a selfish elinging to power,
and the whole geographical position so
far as the electoral divisions of the State -
are concerned must be altered in order
that they may continue in office. Passing
from thaf point I share the view taken
by the leader of the Opposition that we
should have had something said about
the Agency General, but not one word
has been spoken. There was the oppor-
tunity in the Governor’s Speech to tell
us something about it

(Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30
pmn.)

Mr. WALKER: I was complaining of
havirig received no information as to the
future of the Agent General’s office in
London. The Premier went Howme par-
ticularly to rearrange that office, to take
observations as to what was necessary in
regard to its future. He has returned.
and one would expeet that after a trip of
that eharacter, with such a specitic end in
view, the first thing we should have
learned would have been something con-
cerning the future of the Agent General’s
establishment in London. We have not
heard a word. What is the reason of
the delay? Are we awaiting the result
of the Beverley election? Ts that to be a
factor in deciding the fate of that office
in Tondon; or is there any uncertainiy
sinee the Premier’s return as to which
Minister he shall dispense with?

The Premier: I have not seen you yel.

Me. WALKER: No, that is quite trne.
but I am not an aspirant for the honour.
I wani to know why the House has not
been taken into confidence. It is the
feature T object to all the way through.
namely that the House is treated with.
may 1 say, disrespeet. Things are done
behind the back of Parliament, and we
are called together to approve, to endorse,
1o ratify: not to take any part in the
zovernment of the eouniry, but simply &
condone what has been done. That i3 not
nty idea of the parpose for which we are
eathered tere. We snrelyv should have an
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active aud veal part in the government of
the country.

Mr. George: What are we getting?

Mr. WALKER: We are getting or be-
coming a useless body of men. We could
do without this Parliament altogether, in
view of the way things are being run.
You could dispense with the Government
and let the heads of departments do the
work; and you could dispense with Par-
liament, becanse all it has to do is to en-
dorse what has been already done hehind
its back. That is the position we are now
in. And T have further to complain of
ancther feature of partisanship in the
government of the country.

Mr. Hudson: Before yon leave the
question of the Agent-Generalship—I
presume we will be told who is to be the
Agent General.

Mr. WALKER: We are entiiled to
know, and we have asked for it. but the
information is not yet forthcoming.

The Premier: You will not have to wait
long.

Mr. WALKER: I am pleased to hear
that, Another feature of partisanship in
the machinery on the Government side is
the appointment of magistrates, the jus-
tices of peace. It is a remarkable fealure
that, in the majority of instances, mem-
bers on this side of the House nominating
magistrates get very little respect paid to
their nominations.

The Premier: I wish somebody else had
the job of making the appointments.

Mr. WALKER: No doubt it is an un-
satisfactory task. but at the same time it
is a just canse of complaint that nomina-
tions from members on this side of the
House—and the nominations really come
from the people of the distriet, who know
best the "qualities of the nominees—are
practieally ignored.

The Premier: I do not think yvon should
say that.

Mr. WALKER: They are so far ig-
rared that to the extent of only some-
thing like one ont of twenty are such
nominations honoured, while members
on the other side of the House can always
get their nominees appointed. T had an
instanee in my own electorate the other
day. when there was made a juslice of
the peace a gentleman who, at the time
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of his appointment, was leaving the dis-
trict. He was not nominated by myself,
nor did I know anything of his nomina-
tion. He was not recommended by my-
self, nor by the munieipal conncil. Where
the nomination came from I do not know;
but he was made a justice of the peace,
and at the time his commission went
down he was on the railway train bound
for another part of the State where be
bas taken up his permanent residence.
Nominations made by the municipal coun-
eils were not considered until recently;
indeed I question ihether any of
them has as yet been accepted. Nomina-
tions I have made of members of the
Labour party—that is to say, of those
who were well known io be labourites—-
have heen ignored altogether. I have not
been able to get a single avowed labour
man appointed a justice of the peace in
my distriet; yet there are there labour
men as good in every respect as those
appointed—men of honour, men of in-
telligence, men respected in the commu-
nity. Yet they are passed over, while
men who are opposed to the views enter-
tained on thiz side of the Fouse have,
from somewhere, been nominated, and
bhave been selected. Perhaps there may
be some secret key to this in the way
magistrates are made in the Greenough
district. The Attorney General, perhaps,
could throw a flood of light on some of
the recent appointments of justices of the
peace in the Greenough disirict. I helieve
all the old hands have been practically
swept away—opponents, possible rivals
of the hon. member; while supporters of

the hon. member have been ereated
justices of the peace. I do not
know the exaect number, but T

believe it is fairly large. and amongst
them a relative of the hon. member. So
lis supporters are put upon the roll and
are made justices of the peace in an ex-
traordinary number, in a whole flood of
them, simunltaneonsiy with the disappear-
ance from the list of the hon. member's
political apponents, Now that is not fair
administration of the powers reposed in
the Government in that respect. There
should be no partiality. ne distinelion of
party in appeinting men fo that l'anour-
able and trustworthy position. Al sides
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should have fair play in s matter of that
importance; whereas this side of the House
is ahsolntely ignored, or if not absolutely
ignored its treatment is sufficiently near
te that eondition to render the expression
justifiable. Well, now, when we see all
these evidences of maintaining power by
this species of political bribery —what
name can you eall it but political bribery?
Keeping sweet with the people by con-
ferring these honours upon them—what
ean we say of a Government that reign
by these means: that reign, not by intel-
lectual superiorvity, not by energetic
superiority, nol by superiority of prin-
viple, but that reign simply by the apply-
ing of these principles borrowed from
Walpole of old—this keeping sweet with
the people by wiving them all they ask
fort I submit it is time the country had
a change of Government; for, as I said
at the commencement of my speech, the
whole of government does not lie in sim-
ple, easy-going administration; it does
not lie in allowing things to drift; it does
not lie in merely allowing events to go
in their natural cowrse. There is some-
thing more to be done. An ideal is im-
pressed on the whole of the people of
the State which aims at the betterment
of the people generally—betterment in
mind, betterment in body and betierment
in the good things of life. What are the
Govermment doing in that direction?
What ideals have they? In the very word
“progression” they take their shelter.
Progressive legislation, progressive devel-
opment—these phrases are charms, and
the supporters of the Government conjure
by them. They mean absolutely nothing.
Events have naivrally shaped themselves,
and the Government have followed on
their heels. Tn respect to the real diff-
ailties of government, the adjustment
between the citizens of their rights. the
Government have done nothing. As has
heen pointed out they have done nothing
te amend the Arbitration Aet that is
paralysing this eity fhis very night whilst
I speak. They have dope nothing towards
bettering the condition of the workers
under the Workers’ Compensation Aet,
or giving a substitnte for that imperfect
mea~ure dealing with the lives and happi-
uess of the tollers of the State. They

have done nothing to bring the reward
which is justly due to labour, they have
done nothing to ent the claws of the ex-
ploiters in the land. They have encour-
aged the combines and syndicates and or-
gamised eommercial roiters, but the people
they have not considered. They have al-
lowed them to drift their weary way
along, and fight and suffer and fall
and fail in the struggle. That is
not government. Surely it is time
a (Government came into office who
wonld be in line with the mareh
of the ideals of the people, The
Governwent cannot be blind to that
great force which 1is stirring the
whole world to its foundation, not here
in this State alone, but in every
part of the civilised world. I have seen
letters from America, arrived by the last
mail from there, speaking of the stirring
pulse of the people in the hope of tie
betterment of the toiling masses who have
been so long the vietims of that jugger-
naut ealled the trusts. In England we
know what this great foree has dome. I
am menfioning these peoples, and these
nations to show that this movement rep-
resented by 22 of the chosen of the peo-
ple in this Chamber is not an isolated
phenomenon, is not merely peeuliar to
the Western State of Australia, is not
a movement of an hour, but is part of a
greaf movement thai is sweeping round
{he whole world and touching nations
that seemed even to be buried in their
barbarism and ignorance only a few
vears aso. Right over the great areas
of the Russian dominions, all that slug-
zish empire where tyranny and despot-
ism have been enshrined, over that vast
area of darkness and sloth and suffering,
this wave of ours is passing and stirring
np the multifudes until the poorest toiler
of the land begins to feel the dignity of
manhoud. We know what this foree has
accorplished in the Federal Parliament.
Tt iz not individuals alone who have mnde
these sreat victories for a canse that is
sacred; it is not the individual advocate.
Take most of us; we are ordinmary eiti-
zens of the State, not specially fashioned
for great, or high, or lofty things, some
of us fresh from the plough, or the mine,
or the anvil, or the carpenter’s bench,
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toiling and sirugeling throngh all diffi-
culties to obtain a modicum of education
in yoath, gified only with that fire and
spirit of hope and companionship and
comradeship with our fellow men. With
these disadvantages, with no wealth at
our disposal, no privileges, no golden op-
portunities, but only by the sanetity of
a eause which is felt to be true, and that
moved like a spirit among all—by that
only these great trimmphs have been ob-
tained, trinmphs in view of which our
forefathers would stand aghast. Think
of that great historical House, the
House of Commons, where the sous of
lords and lords themselves have been
proud to enter; think of that great in-
stitution where landlordism and wealth
of conservatism have been kept sheltered
from the common herds and multitudes
for eenturies—men have entered that
sacred place with hauds that were black
by the work they had done, their very
toil having ingrained itself into the pores
of their skin, their hands hardened and
broadened and forced out of shape in
growth by the toil, the physical toil for
poor wages that they had undergone from
boyhood; among those ecoronated men,
among those with the wealth of Croesus,
these hard-handed men have gone upon
terms of equality—realise that phenome-
non—and somne of them have risen until,
in the Cabinet of the Empire, they ave
taking place in the counsels of the great-
est. It is a phenomenon that is not ae-
counted for by individval quality or in-
dividual merit. 1t is a trinmaph that can
only be explained by the fact that in the
march of ages onward the force behind
events las lifted up the lowly people io
take place with the high and mighty.
That is the plenomenon. And on this
side of the House the children of that
cause are represented. It is here that we
bodily express that growing spirit. 1t is
here, no matter how feebly and humbly
we may do it, we champion that great
movement; and whoever stands in ithe
way of it, or turns back from the traek,
as the Attorney General has done, leaving
tlinose prineiples when he first felt their
breaih in his breast years ago and elaimed
to be a democrat, going backwards now
to stand as a barrier to the march of
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these principles—whoever stands, in the
way stands abreast of the rising tide and
must be swept aside. Let the Govern-
ment go on in their dull, slow, slipshod
style, following the chariot of progress,
and crowing all the time that they are
dragging it whilst they ave being dragged
with it. In a little time the eountry will
give the penalty. They will be swept
from the path of this great cause which
is the cause of the people and which
is going to wake the humblest, the
poorest, and the weakest in the land
feel a member of the human family
eniitled to all the rights and privi-
leges and dignities that belong to the
human family, This cause must sweep
aside these parrots, praters of democracy,
who are champions only of that which
the word “prater” will express.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
J. L. Nanson): I have listened with a
considerable amount of pleasure to the
speech of the member for Kanowna, ar-
tistic pleasure rather than political pleas-
ure. The hon. member has such a com-
mand of language, he has such a eopiocus
voeabulary, he has so many sounding
phrases, he has so mauch of inveetive at his
disposal that one would indeed be dull,
would indeed be lacking in that generous
admiration which should be part, I think,
of every man in public life, if we on this
side of the House did not congratulate
members opposite on their great political
orator. But like other great political ora-
tors the lion. member sufters from the de-
fecls of his virines. He could not be so
elnquent, he could not be so fervent if he
were to stick solely to the truth; if he
were to deal only with faets his uiter-
ances would be relatively tame. But
hecause he is the fortunate posses-
sor of a perfervid imagination. be-
cause things unimpertant to the or-
dinary observer assume before his
teleseopie vision a magnitude out of all
real proportion, we in this Chamber are
delizhted, if not convinced by his oratori-
¢al displays. My task this evening is
much humbler: I shall not even iry to
emulate the hon. member; T feel I am not
cifted with his eommand of langnage;
hret. even if T were, T fear it wounld be a
dangerous gift, that it might lead me
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away from the path of fact I have to take
this evening rather than to wander in
those realms of imagination which the
hon, member has traversed.

Mr, Troy: Nature has given you com-
pensations,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: T am
glad to hear that nature has not be-
stowed on the other side of the House all
the advantages in political warfare. How-
ever, I do not wish to deal sc much with
the langnage of penerality as to take up
the various points the hon. member bas
tonched upon and. so far as I am able,
to reply to them seriatim. The hon.
member began by belittling the effect and
purpose of the visit of the Premier to the
old country, and he asked the House to
betieve that the ’remier’s visit, whatever
good it may have done, has added nothing
to the policy or the programme of the
Government. Possibly that may be true.
For my own part, I believe that policy
and that programme to be so admirable,
so perfect, that there needs little indeed to
be added to it. But, I will say this, that,
although the visit of the Premier may
have added nothing to the policy or the
programme of the Government, it has had
this good effect—and will continue to
have it—that it will make that policy
aud that programme move readily possible
of being earried out, it will help to make
(hat programnie and poliey a reality. it
will show to the people outside the bounds
of Western Ausiralia, the people in the
great mother couniry, the teeming popu-
lation to be found there, that here in
Western Australia, no matter what the
“‘eroakers” on the Opposition benches may
sav about the difficulty of obtaining a
living in this country, there is an op-
portunity for every man scound in wind
and limb and ready to work, an oppor-
tunity second to none in any other eoun-
try in the world.  Althongh for more
than a week now we have listened on this
side of the House to speeches all impreg-
nated with the suggestion that Western
Australiz is a eountry in a position of
very great danger so far as her material
progress is eoncerned, although we have
been told it is a country in which the
people whe come here may find themsehves

[ASSEMBLY.)

travelling the streets in seareh of work
and unable to find it, yet facts are
stronger than words, and the facts which
the Premier was able to put before the
people of England are to-day hbearing
fruit in a steady stream of immigration
to this country, a stream that will become
larger as time goes on, as the people
who first come here find that the aceonnt
the Premier was able of give to this
eonntry is in no sense exaggerated and in
no sense conveys a view that is not war-
ranted by facts. Then the memher for
Kanowna had sneer at their policy of
development on which the Moore Govern-
ment particularly pride themselves; and
he asked what the Government were doing
new in that policy of development. He
seemed to imagine that other Governments
that had gone before had done everything
that we were doing, or at any rate had
conceived the policy that we were carry-
out, While that may or may not be a
fact, I do not think that any member
whose recollection carries him back to
the period anterior to the assumption
of office, first by the Rason Government
and then by the Moore Government, can
forget that the Government preceding the
Rason Government, which for a period of
twelve months reigned in Western Aus-
tralia, had in all sineerity of purpose or
eonviction come to the view that Western
Australia had for the time being gone
far enongh in regard to development, that
we should rest for a time, that we shounld
et our wind so to speak, and that we
shonld not push forward with a vigorous
poliev of public works.

Mr. Troy: Who said that?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That
was generally aceepted as the policy of
the Labour Government that was in office
for eleven or twelve months prior to the

advent of the Rason Government to
power. I do not suppose anyone
had  the slightest doubt whatever

that. but tor the fact of that being
regarded as the poliev of the Gov-

ernment, that Government might be
in office to-day. Fad they displayed the
same politieal perspicnity, the same

political conrage that has been displayed
by the Moore Government. had they
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launched out upon a bold policy of public
works, had they shown the people that
they had confidence i the country, the
people would have shown confidence in
them. If there is une kind of Government
this ecountry and the people demand it is
a {lovernment having confidence in the
country ;, eonfidence in the power of the
country to go on progressing, not imerely
at a slow rate of progress, but at a rate
that would enable one in the short span
of a lifetime to see marvellous and com-
plete changes in the material condition
of the State. It has been said that every-
thing the Government have done in regard
to building railways was proposed by the
Royal Commission appointed by the Lab-
our Government, Do the members oppo-
site take credit to themselves for ap-
pointing a Royal Commission? They are
not by any means the first Government io
appoint a Royal Commission, and even
though members opposite have not had
any very lengthy experience of office,
they at any rate have had sufficient poli-
tical experience to know that the deviee
of a Government unable to make up their
minds. who shirk responsibility, and wisl
to get someone else to do their thinking
for them, is to appoint a Royal Commis-
sion. The Government whe preeeded the
Moore Government did not aet, they
simply appointed a Royal Commission to
get other people to advise them. That
commission was not composed wholly or
of a majority of labour members, or mem-
bers of the Labour party, it was a com-
mission of which more than half the mem-
bers belonged in no sense of the term
to the Labour party. The outstanding
conirast between the ftwo Governments
and the two parties is manifest. The
Labour Governmeni, when in power
had the opportunity of doing, the op-
portunity of aeting, and how did they
avail themselves of it? They appointed
a Royal Commission. The Moore Gov-
ernment came into power and how did
they avail themselves of their opportu-
nity? They acted, they brought in thew
programme of railway Bills, and they
carried those Bills through the House,
with the result that to-day Western Aus-
tralia is more prosperous than it has been
for very many vears. YWhen the Moore
[*0]
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Government fiist came into office we
were threatened with a large exodns to
the Eastern States. People had come
over here to take part in the mining
boom; that boom had begun to expend its
force, and we had to call some other in-
dustry into existence to make up for the
sageing of the mining industry. If .o
had then a Government contenting them-
selves merely with appointing Royal
Commissions, whe delayed taking definite
action, prompt, courageous, and immedi-
afe action such as was then required,
there wounld never bave been stopped that
drift to the Eastern States, and the resuf:
would have been that all the good we had
obtained from the gold discoveries wonld
have been lost, or, at all events, a very
large portion of it. Unfortunately, we
did lose a large number of those who had
come here attracted by the gold dis-
coveries,

Mr. Troy: Have you stopped tie drift?
Mr. Bath: Population was coming here

in greater numbers than under the present
Government.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I sav
unhesitatingly that we have stopped the
drift and that during the past three years
Western Australia has been improving her
position. TLast year she turned the cor-
ner, and to-day she is unmistakably on
the upgrade. The member for Kanowna
may utilise all the persnasive eloguence
at his c¢ommand, but he cannot argue
away the faet that by the administration
of the Moore Government, whether ad-
ministered by the heads of departruents,
as bhe says, or by Ministers who
are responsible, the reverme has been in-
creased and the ezpenditure diminished,
and that we closed the last financial year
with the substantinl balance of something
over £200,000. Those are facts that will
be remembered when the eloquence of the
member is forgotten; those are facts with
which we may go before the country with
every confidence, because we know that
they spell prosperity to Western Anstra-
lia, that they have achieved prosperity in
the present and spell prosperity for the
future.

Mr. Taylor: When yon paid the June
bills in July you were in a nice fix,
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£40,000 on bthe light side; why did not you
pay up in June?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Wil
the member for Mount Margaret endea-
vour to control his excitement. It has
been said that the Government in their
railway policy derived their ideas from
this Royal Commission, but T sball bring
forward the report of the Royal Commis-
sion as evidence of the fact thai not a
single word is to be found recommending
any particular line of railway. The com-
mission contented themselves with point-
ing out what, 1 think, may be regarded
almost as an obvious truth, namely, that
in a country like Western Australia if
there is to be development there must be a
bold and progressive railway poliev. The
Moore Government take no sort of eredit
for the discovery of that political truth, it
was discovered long before they eame in-
to office; but we take eredit for the fact
that, believing in that truth, we had the
courage to apply it at a time when nany
people in the State were depressed and,
to use a familiar phrase, “had their tail
down,” and thought that ruin or some-
thing approaching ruin stared Western
Australia in the face. In that reporti
there was not a single line of railway
advocated specifically; all that was urged
was thai it was a sound poliecy to go
in for an energetic programme of con-
structing agricultural railways. If one
lIooks through the evidence given hefore
the Commission it will be found that the
members of it had considerable difficulty
in persuading some of the witnesses, one
in partieular, a Mr. Thomas H. Bath,
who, I helieve is identical—I have not
heard the fact contradicted—with an hon.
member who sits in this House and wnot
many days ago was leader of the party
opposite, that sueh a policy was neces-
sary. The chairman of the eommission
pointed oui that the commission was not
advoeating any line, only the prineiple of
opening up the country with railways.

Mr. Taylor: Who was the chairman?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Mir.
Charles Harper, a gentleman whoe did n»l
belong at that time, and does not noow.
unless there has been a recent eonversion,
to the party opposite. I do not suppos2
the Labour party take eredit for his
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views, He belonged to our party, and
we are very proud of him,

Mr. Taylor: What complaint bave you?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Mem-
bers may interjeet, but they will not take
me away from the trend of my argument.
Contrast the buoyant tone, the strong
faith of the Premier and his eplleagues
in their policy of railway construetion.
with the tone adopted by the recent
leader of the Opposition, assuming of
course that the gentleman referred to in
the report of the commission, Mr. T. II.
Bath, is the same gentleman who sits in
this House for one of the goldfields con-
stituencies. That gentieman was cailed
as a witness on behalf of the Trades and
Labour Council of the Eastern Goldfields,
and he was invited to give a statement
as to the views of those he represented.
This is what he said, “They also,” that
is the Trades and Labour Council, for
I assume their views were his, and the
views of members opposite——

Mr, Bath: I want the Attorney General
to be absolntely fair, and not take any-
thing out of that statement which iz co -
trary to the context. The views were
written to me by the Trades and Lahour
Council, and T was desired to express
them.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL:
very glad to hear that.

Mr. Johnson: You knew that per-
fectly well before you heard it.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL:
now proceed to read the ‘statement.

Mr. Bath: The member shonld be fair
and read the whole of it.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL:
rather lengthy.

Mr. Bath: Tf you want to be true read
the whole of it.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I am
not aware of any sentence in this stale-
ment in which the hon. member pointed
out that the views he expressed there
were not his own views; but if he can
guide me to such & sentence I shall be
very glad to read it,

Mr. Bath: If the Attorney General
bad read ail the evidence he would have
found it, for it is contained in the state-
mcnek,

1 am

T will

It is
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The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I
have read the whole of the statement,
but not the whole of the evidenee, and
that remark may have been elicited
from him in eross-examination. I have
only vead the opening statement.

Mr. Bath: 1 read it two days ago.

Mr. Flolman: You vead a bit of Glad-
stone one time,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I wish
the member wounld read a little more of him.

Mr. Holman: I would not use it like
you did, anyhow,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Judg-
ing from the interjections, perhaps
members do not wish me to read this
statement.

Mr. Bath: If you read it read it all
through, so that members will know the
truth.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: 1
will not vead it all.
Mr. Bath: The Attorney General

wants to do what the Premier did, read a
little without the context and so convey
an entirely wrong impression.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I
do not want to do anything of that kind.
If the member intimates to me where the
passage is, in which he told the commis-
sion the views he expressed were not his
own views, and that he held contrary
views, then in justice to him I shall be
very glad to read it. Nothing could be
fairer than that.

Mr. Johnson: You read what youn
want and we will read out what we want.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
hon. member said—

They also (that is the Trades and
Labour Couneil of the Eastern Gold-
fields) believe that at the present time
much of the land, or the greater part
of the land along the existing lines of
railways, has already been alienated,
and that those who wonld be brought
here under an immigration scheme will
bave to go considerable distances from
the railway system in this State, and
that to provide them with facilities for
settling on the land it would be neces-
sary to build new lines of railways,
branch lines, in order to provide them
with ecarrying facilities to get thewr
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produee to market (there is no objec-
tion there). At the present time they
recognise that many of the ‘existing
agricultural lines are not paying, and
that to add to them other agricultural
lines which ecould not be expected
to pay for a considerable time
to eome would be likely to in-
volve the Btate in financial embar-
rassment, and the Goldfields Trades
and Labour Couneil thinks that it
would be better for the State and bet-
ter for the settlers if we could devise
some means by which mach of the un-
occupied and uneultivated land along
the existing lines of railway could be
mmade available for those who are
brought bere.
Tou see, sir, that hon. members ery out
before they are hurt. I read this extract
and instead of hurting their feelings it
has given them the utmost pleasure. Yet
we have all this trouble and fuss with the
hon. member for Brown Hill as. though
1 were going to do something unfair.
The hon. member went on to say—
It would mean there would be addi-
- tional traffic on those lines, with the
probable rtesalt that they wounld be
brought to be payable propositions
and that it would not be necessary to
involve ourselves in the additional ex-
pense of building other unpayable
lines in order to find land for the set-
tlement of those few persons.
[ am going to stop there. “The hon. mem-
ber went on to advocate taxation on un-
improved wvalues. It is not neces-
sary for me to quote that in sup-
port of my line of argument. I
wish merely to indicate that there
you have a distinct line of cleavage
between the poliey of the present Govern-
ment and the policy of the QOpposition,
and if T may judge by the applause that
has greeted the reading of that extract
about the policy outlined by the member
for Brown Hill then it is the policy of
the Opposition to-day. If members op-
posite eame into power they would still
hold back from bunilding additional agri-
cultural railways and they would go nn
the lines that the land open along the
routes of the existing railways, should be
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cultivated, and every inch of it eultivated
before the eonstruetion of other lines was
taken ip hand. Is that their policy or
not ¢

Mr. Bath: Tf you had read further
down you would have found that the evi-
denee piven was that the resources
opened up would be such as to enable us
to build additional lines.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
hon, member was severely heckled for
suggesting that the agrienltural railways
at that time were not paying and he was
very completely bowled over and it was
shown that the lines even then were pay-
ing. At any rate the hon. member and
those who think with him had an henest
convietion no doubt that the agricultural
railways were not paying and they held
it so strongly that they said, ** Werefuse
to build additional railways until the
lines already in existence are payiog their
way.” That was their line of argument
and granting that the premises were true
and that the lines were not paying, I am
free to admit that there would have been
something to have been said for the
policy of the Labour party. Bui the
Moore Government tock a different view
altogether, While there were many peo-
ple prepared to throw cold water on the
scheme of building railways and were-pre-
paved like some hon. members apposite
to say that the lines would not even pay
for axle grease, there were men belonging
to our party outside the Xouse who
thought the Moore Government were marl
to embark upen this policy and who
thonght we were embarking upon a
poliex of boom and burst. But I
say  without fear of the =statement
being effectively challenged that that
paliecy of building these spur lines
has been a magnificent suecess and
that it has exceeded even the expectations
of the QGovernment responsible for it.
and it gives us every reason to persevere
with that poliey at an accelerated speed.
Now that the success of that policy has
been proved bevond the possibilities of
cavil, we have members opposite coming
in aod claiming the eredit for it and re-
ferving to their stupendous achievement
in  appointing a Roval Cowmission
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on Immigration. Hon. members op-
posite are the undying foes of immi-
gration. You have only to listen to their
speeches made with their tongues in their
cheeks and hear them talk of wishing te
have immigrants brought here, but al-
ways with the qualification that the men
must be of the right sort. They claim
that the men and women who come here
are not of the right sort and even go so
far as the member for Albany did, to
libel those new arrivals.

Mr. Scaddan: 1o you not say they
should be of the right sort?

The ATTORREY GENERAL: T say
that the great bulk of men who have been
brought here by the Moore Government
are of a line stamp. Although they are
new to Australian conditions, although
they find much here which they have
never seen before, although the methods
of farming employed in Aunustralia are
different from those employed on smaller
farms in England where labour is much
cheaper, yet within a few months when
these men become accustomed to Auvstra-
lian conditions they will prove a great
source of strength to this community and
we lave no reason to be discouraged.
The policy has been so successful that
we might well redouble our efforts. Hon.
members 1way point to a few failures.
Of course some will be failures. What
sort of competitive examination do mem-
bers expect that we should impose upon
every applicant who wishes o come to
Western Australia? We admit this is a
great country which offers fine opportuni-
ties to industry, energy and enterprise,
but it would be a negation of all
in which we believe if we on this
side. while utlering pious opinions aud
generalities as to the virtues of
immigration, were to 1impose such
severe tests wupon the people as
to make it a virtual impossibility
for anyone to come into the eoun-
try, That is what members opposite
would like us to do. Hon., members are
always afraid of someoue coming into
competition with the worker. I have a
better opinion of the Anstralian worker
than hon. wembers. He is not the craven
hound that members opposite would ask
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us to believe. The best class of Austra-
lian worker is well able to bold his own.
There are members opposite who are
never tired of proelaiming their hostility
to rings and trasts. We have heard about
a meat ring, a fruit ring and all sorts of
rings, and yet they are endeavouring to
nse the political machine ai their disposal
to create the greatest ring possible, a la-
hour ring, which would make every man
in the couniry who earned hiz living hy
manual labour the slave and the master
of the nnion. There can be no objectiom
to the trades unions rightly used; they
have done great work in improving the
condition of the worker and in inereasing
wages, but if they are to be used to stifle
competition, to educate the workers of
Australia into the belief that in this great
eountry we are to be afraid of a few
hundred or a few thousand additional
workers, and that starvation awaits the
workers already here, if unionism is to
be nsed for that it will be an evil day for
Australia and the workers in it because
it will mean that we are not raising
a race of self-reliant men but that we
are teaching those who are growing up
among us to be cowards, instead of not
being afraid to face the fair and vea-
sonable competition of life. Yet we
are asked to believe by the mem-
ber for Kanowna that the progressive
party is this Labour party opposite. Why
gir, the tacties of the official exponents
of the Labour party instead of being pro-
gressive are the tactics of the most retro-
grade and stagnant ecountry in the
world, the taetics of China, a coun-
try that would like to keep people
out and shut its gates against civilisa-

tion. Nothing except gennine action will

petsuade me to believe that members
opposite are sineerely in favour of immi-
gration, beeanse as I say their general
praise of it is surrounded by qualifica-
tions, and when immigrants dare to show
their faces in Australia there is so much
criticism—as for example the remarks of
the member for Albany the other night—
that their true object, the preventing of
immigration, is made abundantly elear. If
a verbatim report of that member's
speech were sent to to the old countrv
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and were circulated widely there, it
would undo mueh of the good done by
the Premier, not because the people
there would believe there were not open-
ings for them in this new world but
because they would believe they were
zoing o a eountry where they would not
be welcomed amongst people and would
not be regarded by ihem as brothers. I
say anyone who gives expression to such
heliefs either by direct words or by impli-
eation is libelling this country and its
people.

Mr., Bath: Doesz the hon. member
think that sweating these people here is
giving them a brotherly welcome?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: T do
nat helieve there is nuvthing of the kind
here.

Mr. Bath: The Covernment
ing them.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
Government is doing nothing of the kind.

Mr. Bath: The faets are in the report
of the Select Committee,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
hon. member will have an opportunity
of substantiating his statement, but it
has become such a habit for mermbers oppo-
site to make these statemen(s that they be-
come reckless and we on our side get tired
of knocking them out. To go on with the
points raised by the member for Kan-
owna. We are told that there is dis-
content in the eivil serviee. T suppose
in no civil service in Australia or in any
country of the world is it possible to find
absolute contentment. T admit that in
the poor years which this State passed
throungh, two or three years ago, the eivil
service in common with the vest of the
community, felt the pinch of the bad
times and it became necessary for the
Government to withhold those increments
to which the eivil servants were looking
forward, They had to snffer with the
rest of the community, but whatever may
be said as to the past and the painful
necessity there was to refuse the inereases,
now, at least, it can be said that every
member of the classified eivil service is
obtaining the mibnimum salary of the
elass to which be belongs, and therefore
the intention and the letter of the Pub-

s sweat-
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lie Service Act are being alike earried
out, The Government bhope that this
year it will be possible to deal with a
greater degree of liberality with the pub-
lie serviee bul although the finances are
once more on the up grade, cne cannot
hope to give everyone exactly what he
wishes, heecause the opinions of people
as to their value are not always the opin-
ions of others. Yet we hope we
shall be able during the eurrent finan-
cial year to vote a considerable sum of
money to provide inerements to the pub-
lic servants. A most singular complaint
against the Government was that it was
absolutely under the domination of the
permanent heads of the different depart-
ments. And we were told that these
permanent heads whoe had this amazing
power, who were really governing the
country instead of the Ministry govern-
ing il—we were told that these gentlemen
were discontented. Now the hon. mem-
br who made that statement tried to
prove too much. Tt is secavcely likely, if
this country were being run by the per-
manent heads, if those gentlemen could
do as they pleased and not as the Gov-
emment and Parliament pleased—it is
scarcely likely they would be discontented.
They at any rate, having this vast un-
controlled power, would be satisfied. But,
further on, the same hon. member pointed
out that the Government had taken far
too much responsibility upon their shoul-
ders. Now which are we to believe?
That we have a Government controlled
by the permanent heads, the political
heads doing nothing in regard to adminis-
tration, or, as the hon. member said a
few sentences later, that the Government
have taken too much responsibility on
their shoulders? ‘The hon. member
clearly destroyed the effect of a very
fine forensic speech by introducing these
antagonistic arguments, Listening to him
one might have been inelined to believe
that the Government were wanting in some
respects; but one would refuse to believe
that the Government, being on the one
hand in the control of the permanent
officers and afraid to take responsibility,
were at the same time going far heyond
the legitimate limit of Government.
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. Mr. Walker: The two things can. be
distinet and both true—and they are.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : Now
we come to the Berteaux case. A great

deal of fuss was made abont this matter,
I can well understand what wonld have
been said if members of the Govern-
ment—if T myself as Attorney General
and also a politician had dealt with this
matter, If 1 had felt it my duty to ad-
vise the Government that there was no
crime for prosecution, or that a prosecu-
tion could not be successful, or that there
was not sufficient grounds for a eivil
action, it would at once have been said
that T was simply actuated by political
motives; that my law was altogether at
fault and that I was endeavouring to
sereen a colleagne. But, recognising the
accusations which would be levelled
against them if they accepted advice
which might be regarded as political
on this matfer—recognising that, what
was the attitude of the Government?
The papers were sent along to the
Crown Law officers, non-political offi-
gers, with instructions that a thorough
investigation should be made. And the
Government were prepared to take such
action as might be advised by their legal
advisers. There are, I am told, lawyers,
who when they are asked to advise make
a point of first ascertaining what their
client wishes them to say; and, when
they aseertain the wishes of their client
they advise aecordingly. That no
doubt explains why, time after time,
there come before the courts, actions
which should never come into court,
and which land unfortunate litigants
in heavy costs. But, fortunately,
the permanent officers in the Crown
law Department are not of that
deseription; and even if they were they
had no sort of inkling as to the wishes
of the Government in this case. No single
member of the Government looking at
the matter from a personal standpoint
eares one straw as to what may be done
in regard to Berteaux, whether he is
prosecuted civilly or eriminally, or be let
go altogether. Our view is simply this:
leit justice be dome if it can be done,
utterly repardless of consequences.
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Mr. Taylor: That is all fudge.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
bhon. member measures my com by his
own bushel. It is not fudge at all, it is
simply a very commonsense way of deal-
ing with the case. We congult solicitors
of vast experience—the Crown Solicitor
who has a unique experience in this State
of criminal matters. YWe had an exhausi-
ive investigation made and we would, in-
deed, be foolish if, having pot a very de-
finite opinion we were to fly in the face
of that opinion. Why obtain advice if
we do not intend to follow it? I say un-
hesitatingly, no matter what the advice
might have been, the Government would
have followed it. If the effect of the ex-
pert rveport had been that Berteaax
should be placed in the dock, in the dock
he would have gone; if it had been that
a ecivil action should be brought, such
rivil action would, undoubtedly, have been
brought; if it had been that the evidence
was not such as would permit of remedy
in the law courts, well, we would not
throw good money after bad in unavail-
ing litigation. The report is available
to hon. members. We have nothing to
conceal; indeed, if we wished to coneeal
we could not do it. Our actions are open
to the fullest inspection.

Mr. Seaddan: When did yon get the
report?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That
has nothing to do with the question, and T
absolutely refuse to be drawn away from
my argument by irrelevant inquiries. The
hon. member ean have the report as soon
as he likes, and no doubt he can find the
date upon it.

Mr., Scaddan:
the House met.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I do
not mind if it was. Why is the hon.
member so peurile in his interjections?
The point surely is, are the contents of
that report, is the reasoning contained
thergin, econvineing?  If the report is
dated only the day before Parliament
met, of what is that evidence? Ts it not
evidence that very careful consideration
was given the case before the report was
finally drawn up? These are not matters
to be decided off-hand. Persons are not

It was the day before
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to be condemned unheard. Why should
the Crown go to heavy expense by in-
dulging in a legal wild goose chase?

Mr. Seaddan: The Crown Solicitor
gave an opinion on the case in two howrs
without seeing the Hle,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Not
the Crown Solicitor, but the Solicitor-
General. That was necessarily a hasty
opinion. In order that there might be no
doubl on the snbject, when the matter
was brought before the Crown Law offi-
cers there was first a very carefol in-
vestigation made by the Criminal Investi-
gation Department; and in a later in-
vestigation, Mr. Sayer, who had previous-
Iy given an opinion, was not caltled in at
all. The matter was placed in the hands
of the Crown Solicitor; and after going
into it with very great care and attentiun
to detail his conclusion coincided with
the more hasty coneclusion previously ar-
rived at by the Solicitor-General. Aud
I do not suppose that even if members
sitting opposite are prepared to say that
these two legal ezentlemen, men of thein
standing in the profession, are content
to take their orders from whatever
Ministers for the time being happen
to occupy the Treasury bench. The
member for Kanowna snggests we should
punt the man on his trial, not because we
can hope to obtain a eonvietion, but in
order to clear the air. Could anyone ex-
pect te hear more rediculous, more ab-
surd reasoning? Men are to be placed
in the dock in ovder to clear the air, to
satisfy the hon. member’s ideas of what
is right. If the hon. member himself
comes, in the fullness of time, to oveupy
the position of Attorney General he will
not, I am suore, be prepared to institute
eriminal prosecutions simply on those
gronnds. If there is need to elear the
air, if there are lurking in the pack-
ground faets which should be brought to
light, the proper method of investiga-
tion is either by a select committee or a
Royal Commission. But I say we have
nothing to conceal in this matter. Al
the papers are open to hon. members.
Of my own knowledge of the case, 1
am free to admit there may have been—
indeed. there is very little doubt that
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there was—some amount of ecarelessness
on the part of an officer of the depart-
ment. But it is abeolutely ridiculous to
turn round and try te translate that care-
lessness by a subordinate officer of the
department intv a charge reflecting on
the Miuister fur Mines. Only hon, mem-
bers whose miuds are poisoned with poli-
tieal animosity would dream of adopting
so unfair a course. As I say, we
challenge the fullest investigation. The
papers are there for the inspection of
hon. members, whe ean lovk through them
and try to diseover the damaging facts,
if they are in existenee.  (Mr. Taylor
interjected.} The hon. member is draw-
ing an absolutely unwarranlable infer-

ence. It does not follow that because
a man happens to he a supporter
of the Minister for Mines or my-

self, if that man cominits an offence
against the laws of the State we will not
put him on his trial. Does the hon. mem-
ber suggest that if 2 member of the party
to which I belong commits an indictable
offence T will not return a true bill
against him? Does the hon. member in-
tend to make a charge of that sort against
the Minister for Mines?

Mr. Heitmann: Yes,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Well,
I am ashamed that politics should have
sunk so low on that side of the House.

Mr. Heitmann: I have seen the files
faked before to-day.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
bon. member knows so mueh about fak-
ing files that if he interjects much more
in similar strain I shall begin to think he
is a past master in the art. Now we have
also been eriticised for appointing a
board of advisers in regard to the con-
struetion of agrieultural railways, The
argument ot that matter directed
against the Government furnishes an-
other instanece of how one man may
steal a horse and another get hanged
for looking over the fence. It
was a most meritorious aetion when the
Labour Government appointed a Royal
Commission to inqaire into the question
of immigration, and ineidentially, the
building of agrienltural railways. But
when the present Government are pre-
pared to go one better and build those
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railways, or ask Parliament to provide
the money for bunilding them; and in
order that we may inform ourselves and
have the fullest information for the
House we appoint & heard of experts.
consisting of three or four members of
the publie service, whose duty it is merely
to eollect information and place their
views before the Government—views
available for the puidance of the
House; then, judgibe by the opiviim
of members opposite, we have ecom-
mifted a political enormity. I ¢o uot
care twopence for the indignation that is
vamped up oan an action of that sort.
The country at large will snpport the
Government for the ordinary eommon
rense expedient of getting information
before deciding what lines shall be built.
It has been said that we are inconsistent
hecanse, when last session it was pro-
posed that a poblie works eommittee,
composed of members of the House,
should be appointed to settle what lines
should be built, the Government refused
to fall in with the suggestion. But is it
not a somewhat singunlar thing that the
Government who are said to be afraid
to shoulder responsibility should be
blamed because in that respect they
did not shonlder responsibility?  The
objection to this political board was that
jt would remove responsibility from the
shoulders of the Government and would
enable a weak Government to say, “We
have no opinions in regard to this or that
public work; we throw from our shoulders
that function and give it to a commitiee.”
I say we have done very mnch better by
appointing a non-political board, hecause
we have secured a board which will sup-
ply the information and a board of such
standing that it cannot be suggested that
political pressure was brought to bear;
but nevertheless the Government have to
shoulder the responsibility. Certainly
when a proposal is brought to the House
the Government will feel strengthened
by the support the board will give to
any project, and it is questionable
whether a railway condemned by that
board would secure .a majorty in this
House if the Government introduced it
against the advice of the majority of
those experts. At any rate the Govern-
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ment have no wish to eseape from their
responsibility, and it is precisely because
we realise that it is the duty of the Gov-
ermnent to be responsible for their
poliey and to frame it and not to leave
the task to others to do, that we have eon-
tented onrselves with appointing this non-
political board of experts rather than a
political board composed of members of
this Chamber. Then we were asked
whether the time had not come when the
Government should do something more
than build railways. If we ask 99 peo-
ple ont of 100 in the State whether they
are satisfied as to how the eountry could
go on prospering, they would say, “By all
menns go un  building these railways
seeing how admirably {hat poliey has

already answered.” The hon. mem-
her eondemned us by declaring that
the Government contented themselves

merely with building railways and did
not enter into the domain of progressive
legislation and had not advanced the com-
munity as a whole in something more than
a material sense. We are aecused of
having taken no action in regard to the
tramway strike. Hon. memnbers who take
that wview must not suppose that because
the Government do not trumpet abroad
their intentions, these matters like the
tramway strike are not engaging their at-
tentton.  Anyone who will look at a
matter of this sort calnly and dispassion-
ately—and it is well to do so when it is a
matter of a trade dispute—will realise
that it may be better to have some delay
rather than exeite feeling, and that the
Government shouldl lesitate to do any-
thing that will make =a settlement
less possihle.  In this matiter we were
faced with the position that appar-
ently the great bulk of public opinion,
practically the whote body of publie opin-
ion in Perth. was in favour of the tram-
way nen, Members opposite may now
be inclined to say that immediately the
award was disobeved we should have in-
stituted proceedings against the tramway
company or the men, whoever we thonght
puilty of an aet in the nature of a strike
or a lork-out under Section 98 of the
Coneiliation and Arbitration Act. Up to
the present we have not brought proceed-
ings, but some dnvs hefore the rerent
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judgment of the Full Court was delivered
by Mr. Justice MeMillan and Mr. Justiee
Rooth, the matter had been engaging the
attention of the Government, and a defin-
ite instruction was given to the registrar
under the Aet that in all eases where he
had reason to believe that an aet in the
nature of a strike or loek-out had heen
committed, he was to consult the Crown
Law officers, the non-political law officers,
and if the facts were such against any
individual that the Crown Law officers
were of opinion that a conviction eould be
obtained in a court he eould take proceed-
ings,  And I may say that this matter of
the tramway strike has throughout the
dny been engaging the attention of the
Solieitor General, and not only the mat-
ter of ihis strike but also another indus-
trial dispute. But what the Government
retfuse to do is to do anything in the
nature of taking sides in a dispute. It is
not for the Government to say whether
the men are wrong or right in the aetion
they have taken although individual mem-
bers of the Government may have their
views: that is for a court to decide; but
the Government take this view that See-
tion 98 being in the statute book, and it °
heing the intention of Parliament when
the Aect was passed that the awards of
a eourt shonld be obeved, the section
should be enforeed if the Crown Law
officers are of opinion that there is a case
to go before a court, and a reasonable
chance of securing a conviction. I do
not profess to be very sanguine that even
if we do obtain a eonvietion in this mat-
ter very mueh good will be done so far as
industrial pesce is eoncerned, which I
take it is what we all aim at. The most
1 fear we can hope for if a conviction is
obtained is that the inutility of the section
will be proved, and then it will be a ques-
tion whether we are to have the prosecu-
tions or whether this section of thie Act is
to he repealed. There is now a rcertain
amount of unfairness if the position is
that no proceedings are to he taken against
the employvees but are to be taken against
the employer. I helieve it has heen the
practice in the past where & party to a
dispute thought that Section 98 had been
infringed to allow the registrar to be-
eome the nomingl complainant. the actual
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proceedings being taken by the party
aggrieved. In the present case, with-
ont expressing an opinion on the
dispute one way or the other, the
registrar has full power to take pro-
ceedings on his own initiative subjeet
to the advice of his legal advisers; and I
think that is the proper attitude for the
Government to adopt. At any rate it
completely disposes of the argurent or
tbe assertion of the member for Kanowna
that in this matter the Government have
been idle or inactive. Simply because we
are not in evidence, becanse members do
not, see every morning a statement by the
Attorney General or the Premier when
they do see statements by Mr. Johnson,
it does not follow that the Government
have been inactive. Personally T have no
particular wish to be in the limelight.
More barm than good is very often done
by premature speech.

Mr. Collier : The reference to the
tramway strike was anly to prove the
need for amending the Aet.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It may
show something more than that. At any
rate it eompletely disposes of the aceusa-
- tion that in this case the Government
have not had the nerve to do anything,
Like so many aceunsations of members
opposite, when examined it is found to
have no substratom of truth. Exeep-
tion has also been taken to the attitude
of the Government in regard to the con-
struetion of the Trans-Australian rail-
way. I do not know whether the mem-
ber for Kanowna is an artist in the game
of poker, or an exponent of the art of
bluff; but one would almest imagine that
he was, because he could see nothing in
this proposal but some ingeniouns attempt
on the part of the Government simply to
persuade the Commonwealth Government
and the people of Australia that we were
ready to do something we would be sorry
to undertake if we had the opportunity.
That offer was a perfectly bona fide offer.
Communications did pass hetween the
Acting Premier and the Premier of South
Anunstralia. The Acting Premier took no
action in the matter until it had been
fully, discussed in Cabivet, and it was a
step taken with all due deliberation. Of
course it is a perfectly legitimate line of
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argument for members opposite to say
that we took a wrong view, or that we
adopted a wrong policy. My own view
and that of my colleagues is that we
adopted the very best peliey in the cir-
cumstances; and I only wish for my own
part that we had an epportunity of build-
ing that line. Nothing can be more cer-
tain than that within a very few years
from the time that line is constructed it
will be a magnificent asset for whatever
State owns it, whether the State or the
Commonwealth,

Mr. Walker: Will you lay the eorres-
pondence on the Table?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : Hon.
members opposite think we have some-
thing to conceal when we are the most
candid people possible. Hon. members
should get out of that habit, that evil
habit of measuring our eorn by their
own bushel. [ can assure the hon. mem-
ber there is nothing to conceal. It is a
plain businesslike proposition. My re-
collection carries me back to the time
when it was indeed a daring thing to
construet railways in Western .\ustralia,
and when for years after they were con-
strneted they hung like a millstone round
the neck of the State. Those were the
days before the gold discoveries. But
when we consider the vast possibilities of
Western Australia, when we consider her
history during the past 15 years, the
State has no reason to be afraid of build-
ing that line itself; and it would be an un-
doubted gain in the future if we owned all
the railways in Western Australia in-
stead of having alual eontirol, one great
trunk line owned by the Commonwealth
and the rest of the lines owned by the
Stale. [ firmiy believe, withont labour-
ing the point, that there was ample
justification for this offer, and that if it
had been accepted by South Australia
and we had gone ahead with the work, it
would be looked npon by those who come
after ns as a brilliant piece of statesman-
ship equal in its foresight, say, to
the purchase of the Suez Canal shares
by Lord Beaconsfield, a step which was
condemned by the then Opposition, bnt
which resulted I enormous profit to
the country. But we have to remember
that this action in pledging the Govern-
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ment to the construction of this line if
South Australia would consent was taken
hy a Government “afraid of responsibil-
ity.” & Government “governed by the per-
manent heads of department,” according
to the member for Kanowna, a Govern-
ment that never did anything that sub-
jected it lo the least risk. We were
prepared to slake our political existence
on that proposal. T do not, however, ¢laim
any partienlar eredit for that, because I do
not think there is any doubt at all that
we would have had the bhulk of the eoun-
try behind us. At any rate it disposes
of the suggestion of the hon. member
that when great oceasions arise we are
afraid to take responsibility. The rea-
gson why the Government have remained
in office so long, and why the Government
that preceded vs had so short a lease of
life is that we are not afraid of taking
responsibility while they were. What was
the gigantie blunder of the last Adminis-
tration—the first and last Labour Gov-
emment? While in offiee an offer eame
to them for the porchase of the Midland
Railway,
Mr. Troy: And you opposed it.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: [ did
not; I was serivusly il for months and
I paired with Dr. Ellis, the then member
Tor Coolgardie. T did not oppose it, I
was strongly in favour of it. Not only
that hut the paper T then owned was do-
ing everything in its power to seeure lhe
purchase. Had the Government of that
time had the courage nf their convictions.
and given the House a straight lead on
the subject, and said. “We are prepareu
to stand or fall by it” the purchase
would have been made. There is no one
to-day who will say that if the line had
been purchased at that figure we would
not have made a splendid bargain for
Western Australia. There is the differ-
ence between the Moore Government and
memhers opposite: we are prepared to
take responsihility.

Mr. Collier: The Minister for Mines
said there was something behind the deal.

The Minister for Mines: T demand the
withdrawal of that statement.

Mr. Collier: You said it 1n the back
conntry,

Mr. SPEAKER: 7The member must
withdraw, - A

Mr. Collier: T will withdraw it for the
time being, but will take an opportanity
of proving it later on. T

Mr. SPEAKER: The member must
withdraw unconditionally; he must not
make conditions Lo this Flouse. I 'Youst
order eompliance with {he rules of the
House; he must withdraw without condi-
tion.

Mr. Collier:
condition.

Mr. SPEAKER: The member must
comply with the rule, whieh is not of my
making but of his own. He must with-
draw unconditionally. :

Mr. Collier: Well, I will withdraw.,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I have
no doubt that a note has been taken of
the hon. member's words and he will have
an opportunity of proving the statement.
The ery of **wolf’’ has been so ofien
raised, however, that he must excuse us
if we are somewhat incredulous,

Mr. Collier: 1 am too reliable for your
side.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Tt is
amusing to hear members bark away as
they arve doing, but it weuld be more to
the point if they took the tronble to get
facts together, and instead of saying
things aectnally prove them. It is all
very well to say these things.

Mr. Underwood: Did we not prove
that Berteaux was a thief?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Mem-
bhers opposite have shown themselves
lamentahle failures in proving things.

Me. Underwood: You are frightened
to bring these cases before the court.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I am
not frightened; you amuse me, you do
not frighten me, .

Mr. Underwood: We proved him to be
a thief. .

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: If the
hon. member thinks I am a thief he is at
liberty to try and prove me to be one. .

Mr. Heitmann: He did not say you
were a thief, but that Berteaux was,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Well, [
do not mind even if hé aceuséy -me. of

I will withdraw with a



276

being one. Such things do not affect me;
I make allowance for his ignorance.

Mr. Collicr: There is a fair amount of
ignoranec behind yourself.

Mr. George: That is a sad reflection
on the member for ¥remantle,

The. ATTORNEY GENERAL: Awong
other charges laid at the door of the
Govermmment is that of insincerity.
After all, one more charge does
not do much dJdamage. In proof of
that charge there was advanced
the attitnde of the Government in
regard to the reduction of the Legisla-
tive Couueil franchise., Last year when
it was.arnounced by the Government
that they intended to introduee that Bill
members opposile expressed the utwosi
ineredulity; they did not hesitate to im-
ply, even 1f they did not actually say it,
that they did not believe a word they
were told, and that there was ‘‘Buck-
Iey’s chance’” of the Bill ever being in-
trodnced. However the Bill was intro-
duced and I ean only say that it will be
introduced agaiu this session. I believe
there is better hupe now of its beeom-
ing taw. There is this Ffaet, Liowever,
whieh we cannot altogether shut our eyes
to, that the recent clections for the Leg-
islative Couneil, which took place be-
tween last and this session, showed that
withont exception every member, I be-
lieve it was without exeeption, who op-
posed the reduetion of the franchise was
returned ot the head of the poll.

My, O'Loghlen: Only 13 per eent. of
the electors voted.

The ATIORNEY GENERAL: That
shows what little interest there was in
the question, ior the people would not
turn up to vote. Last vear the measure
was thrown ont by the Upper House.
Can menbers suggest for one moment
that when the Bill was thrown out in
another plaee there was any agitation out
side, any tremendous outhurst of popu-
lar indignation at the action of that
Honse? Was a single meeting held in
Western Australia to condemn the Leg-
iglative Couneil fur their action in throw-
ing the Bill out, was there any evidence
at all of a strong public opinion on this
subject 2 My own belief is that the great
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mass of people regard the question with
comparative indifference, and certainly
the great mass of electors of the Legis-
lative Couneil did so as is shown by the
small minovity of eleetors who took the
irouble to vote at the elections. If there
were a slrong body of public opinion out-
side supporting the Government, in this
matter our hands would be strengthened.
However, despite the indifference we

are doing everything in our power
to make the Bill law. Perhaps
members opposite may suggest what

other steps we eould take. That Bill
will be introdueed this session, and will
be dealt with if mewnbers opposite give
time for it, and if time is not wasted
in discussing watters of less importance.
There is no reason to suppose that the
undertaking given by the Government
that the Bill will be produced this ses-
sion will not be earried out. Now as to
the Licensing Bill. That Bill also will
be introduced. It has been said that the
(lovernment have abandoned the prin-
viple of {he measure. That is absolutely
untrue, absolntely  without  warrant.
What ave the faets in vegard to
that Bill? Last session a  very
ereat deal of time was taken up,
unfortunately, in discussing points
of order: several days of the session were
oceupied by members opposite moving
the adjournment of the Hounse in order
to eall attention to matters eertainly not
of the first importance, with the result
that legislation was very much delayed.
The Licensing Bill got no further, prae-
tieally, than the seeond reading stage.
It just reached Committee, and the first
controversial point dealt with was with
regard to the constitution of the licensing
eourt, aml au amendment was ecarried
against the Government providing that
licensing benches should not be nomi-
nated by the Government but should be
elected hy the people.

Mr. Taylor: That was a bit of a knoek
out.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I quite
azree with the hon. member that it was
a very inadvisable thing to do. How-
ever, the Licensing Bill will be reintro-
duced this session. I utterly fail to see
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how it can be said that the Government
have abandoned the prineiple of
the Bill simply because that detail,
important detail perhaps, went against
them. \WWhen moving the second
reading 1 said the Government did
not regard the Bill as a party mea-
sure, nor as 1 measure coneeived in party
spirit, and that we had no desire that it
should be reeeived or considered from a
party peint of view. We recognised that
a question like that of the eontrol of Lthe
liguor traffic was not one that eould very
well be discnssed from & party point of
view, On this side of the House we have
uot got our members under the whip;
they do nuot belong to a party that has
-cast-iron discipline; they are free and in-
dependent, and no Government from this
side of the House would ever dream
of dragooning members into sup-
purting every prineiple contained in the
elauses of the Licensing Bill. The main
prineiple of the measure is loeal option,
and I veniure to hope that this prineiple
will be in the Bill when, as I trust, it
leaves thix Chamber for another place
this session.
Mr. Taylor:
does not like it.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Theu
-doubtless he will vote against it. I would
say this in regard to the Bill, that if
meinbers opposite are really sincere in
their desire to get the Bill passed, as sin-
eere as we on this side are, there will be
a spirit of eompromise displayed. I cau
assure. members that the Bill will he
brought down very shortly. I do not pro-
pose myselt to take up any time in de-
livering another second veading speech,
for I cannnt see that any zood would he
achieved by so doing, or by there being
any lengthy second reading debate, for it
is practically the same Bill that was in-
troduced last session. We should read it
a first and a second time pro forma,
and lose no time in getting into Com-
mittee. When in Commitiee we should
deal with it in a businesslike spint, in a
spirit of compromise, and try and frame
a measure which. while not being all we
may want, will be an improvement on
the existing condition of things. Some

The member for Murray

of us may hold extrcme views on this
guestion from the temperance side, some
of us perbaps hold exireme views from
the publican’s side, and some perhaps do
not care one jot one way or anoiher. But
whatever our views are we musf recog-
nise that there are many matters needing
improvement, and if we are temperance
advocates we should recognise that if we
demand too much we shall be playing into
the hands of the drink trallie and the
people who are making momey out of it.
If there is need for retorm it is better Lo
get half a loaf than no bread. Members
opposite who believe with me in the prin-
ciple of State ownership of hotels should,
if only for the reason that State hotels
shall be esiablished in new centres, wel-
come that prineiple in the Bill becoming
law even though in other respects the
measure does not give all they would like
to have. Then [ come to one maiter
which is evidently of considerable inter-
est, and particularly so to the member
for Kanowna—redisiribution of seats.
1 con assure that hon. member that I
share his curiosity with regard to the
Bill. [ may mention, however, that T
have no wish to keep lim in the dark
longer than is necessary, nor do I wish
him to suffer any sleepless nights if he
should be feeling anxiety as to Lthe form
the Bill may take. The measure, how-
ever, is not one to be decided upon huor-
riedly ; it needs a great deal of considera-
tion. Tt is now on the stoeks, but it is
certainly not eowpleted, and it is, there-
fore only possible at this stage to give a
very general indieation of what it will be.
It will certainly do this. It will remove
some very glaring anomalies.

Mr. Walker: What are they!

The ATTORNXEY GENERAL: The
member can find them onf for himself.

Mr. Walker: That is rude, and youm
the Minister for Education.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I had
ne inteution of being rvude when
I satd the hon. member ecould find

them out for himself I merely wish
to indicate that if he wounld study
the various constituencies as at pre-
sent existing, and compare the num-
ber of electors in each, he would see
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there are some very glaring anomalies,
It will be the endeavour of the Govern-
ment in preseniing the Bill to remove, at
any rate, some of these anomalies. The
Bill will also be framed with the idea of
bringing into this Chamber 50 men who
will really adequately represent Western
Austyalia, that is represent Western Aus-
tralia in  every aspect, not merely the
wage earner, not merely the employer,
it will be a Bill that wiil give a fair de-
gree of revresentation to every elass in
the community. The ideal Parliament is
one  whieh s a, microcosm of the
community at large, and the Gov-
ernment  ave dttempting  to  bring
forward a measure that will permit
of the general life and the general aspir-
ations of ‘Western Australia being repr-
sented. Tf we can succeed in doing
that, although we may violaie some of the
strict prineiples of doctrinaire polities,
yet we are practical people and I do not
doubt that we shall obiain the support of
public opinien to a Bill which will cor-
respond to the practical work-a-day needs
of the State. There is one more point
to whieh T wish to refer before I sit down
and it is a somewhat unpleasant matter,
because it is in the natore of a personal
aceusation. I have heard so many aecusa-
tions hurled at me aeross the floor of this
Chamber that I have hecome somewhat
case hardened. The member for Kanowna
made some accusations against the Gov-
ernment for disregarding the nominations
of the Qpposition side as fo the appoint-
went of justices of the peace. He went
on to say, in order to give point to his
observation, that appointments had been
made in the Greenough distriel and that
old hands had been swept away, while a
large number, an extraordinary number
of justices had been appointed there.
that a relative of my own had alse been
appointed, and the hon. member svaxing
warm said that a whole flood of justices
had been appointed.

Mr. Walker: I never used the word.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I made
a note of it.

Mr. Walker: Then you are as bad a
reporter as you are a Minister.
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The ATTORKEY GENERAL: The
hon. merzber can have it his way; I will
not bandy contradictions with him. Let
the hon, member ask for a return of the
number of justices of the peace who have
been appointed in the Greenongh eon-
stituency since 1 came into office. I do
not eare a scrap about these eharges, but
I would like the hon. member to follow
them up.

Mr. Troy’: I will eall for a return al-
though 1 did not make the charges.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
hon. member will still further oblige me
if he will ascertain {le name of the rela-
tive.

Mr, Troy: I will obtain i, but not to
oblige you.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It
has been neeessary for me to deal
at some length and with some detail
with the various aceusations made against
the Government. I have often sat in this
Chamber silent when I have heand accusa-
tions made, and it has been a common
praetice on this side, wishing as we do to
get to business, not to waste time in con-
tinually answering baseless charges. But
oceasionally it may serve a good pur-
pose if we do confront our aceusers and
challenge them to bring forward chapter
and verse of what they say, and that is
why I have just asked the member for
Kanowna to follow up his charge against
myself. It is well that the country shonld
have the opportunity of seeing the tae-
tics that are employed on that side of the
House. There has been too mueh in the
past of that hateful practice of impugn-
ing the personal and political honour of
opponents. T yield to no man in respect
for honourable members opposite as long
as they act in a way that entitles them to
respect, bt when they make eharges with-
out taking the trouble to satisfy them-
selves of their truth, then I say any hon.
member, no matter to what side of the
House he belongs, stands condemned in
the opinion of every honest man, no mat-
ter what the opinions of that man may
be on polifieal guestions. 1 say unhesitat-
ingly if you take the policy of the Gov-
ernment as a whole, that while the mem-
bers of the Governmeni bheing humam,
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they must necessarily make mistakes, yet
their poliey has brought Western Austra-
lia from a eondition of insecurity and de-
pression to one of a very high degree of
prosperity. The member for Brown Hill
when speaking early in this debate ad-
vanced the argumeni that although the
conntry had gone ahead the working man
had not participated in the general pros-
perity, but still earlier in the debate the
member for Fremantle brought forward
unmistakable evidence in the figures of
the Savings Bank deposits which showed
that the deposits per head had very
largely inereased. One has also only to
go into the city and see the large num-
ber of places of amusement which are
being supported, and one has only to get
the evidence of business men to obtain
unmistakable proof that the great body
of the people are prospering. T do
not say that we should merely look
towards accumulating wealth but it is
a great satisfaction indeed to feel that
the cormunity are. doing well becaunse I
very much doubt if you can have any very
great social uplifting of the people if yon
have not & fair degree of material pros-
perity upon which to build. It has been
said that the poliey of the Government
deals only with public works and the
building of railways: it goes further. Tn
the past year or two, owing to the finan-
cial difficulties we have not been able to
spend on education as much as we
would like, but this year with bhrighter
conditions, the vote for primary educa-
tion probably will show an increase
of not less than £15,000. In the pro-
posals of the Government with regard to
education, are proposals for eontinuation
classes, which will allow c¢hildren afier
reaching the age of fourteen years to con-
tinne their edueation in the day time if
they wish, up to the age of sixteen years
and classes will he provided in the even-
ing for those who prefer evening instrue-
tion. The Government are taking the
first step towards extending the perind nf
education for the vouth of the commu-
nity, because they believe that a highly
educated community makes an even better
‘investment for Western Australia than a
large policy of public works, necessary
as the latter is. T am sanguine enough
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to believe if we have here a highly edu-
cated elass emerging from school we will
have fewer exhibitions of the erude theo-
ries which often emanate from the oppo-
site side of the House, and we will have a
juster view of the relations of the
individual to the State and society.
We on this side of the House are
not afraid of ednecation; we believe in
eduneation, and we believe the more intelli-
gent a community the greater will be the
support for the party to which we be-
long. Therefore T say the two main
Knes in our policy are the material
development of ihe wealth of the coun-
try and the development of the intel-
ligenee of the commnnity, and giving it
every possible opportunity to benefit by
the great advantages this country offers.
While we may make mistakes in delail,
if we ean earry out that policy, if the
general effect is as T have stated, to help
forward the material prosperity and social
uplifting of the people, then I believe that
if the faets are only adequately put be-
fore the electors, this Government will not
fail to obtain a continuning lease of power,

On motion by Mr. Keenan, debate ad-
journed.

Huouse adjourned at 9.27 p.m.

Negislative Hssembly,
Thursday, 1Ith Aug‘uq-t, 1910.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION — AGRICULTURAL DE-
PARTMENT, RABBIT-PROOF
FENCE E‘\EPLOYEEQ

Mr. COLLIER (for Mr, Price} asked

the Minister for Agrienltare: 1, Has a



